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EPISODE #1103 - CHARACTER INDEX
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EPISODE #1103 - LOCATION INDEX

SCHOOL

EXT BENCH AREA
EXT EMBANKMENT
EXT MAIN ENTRANCE
EXT PLAYGROUND
EXT MAIN ENTRANCE
EXT VISITOR’S ENTRANCE
EXT STAFF CAR PARK

INT ADMIN/WENDY'S AREA
INT BOY'S TOILETS
INT CLASSROOM (ANY)
INT DEPUTY HEADS' OFFICE
INT DRAMA/MUSIC STUDIO
INT ENGLISH CLASSROOM (NH
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EXT. SHOPPING PRECINCT. PRE SCHOOL. 08:05 - DAY.9 9

A stressed DONTE walks an annoyed IZZY and TOMMY through the 
precinct. 

DONTE
I’ve said I’m sorry. 

IZZY
I just don’t know how you could 
forget. I told you we were going 
back today. My shirt’s not even 
properly ironed.

DONTE
Just keep your blazer on. Right, 
what do you want from the bakery? I 
need to pick up a package while 
we’re out too.

IZZY
Nothing from there. And we haven’t 
got time.

DONTE
It’s you that said you couldn’t go 
to school without a proper 
breakfast. 

IZZY
I meant cornflakes or something.

DONTE
Yeah, well we don’t have any. 

IZZY
Or the milk to go on them.

DONTE
I’ll do some shopping on my way 
home. So, what do you want?

(to Tommy)
What about a sausage roll?

Tommy seems enthused by the idea but...

IZZY
I’ll get something at school. You 
did remember to put some dinner 
money on my card. Didn’t you? 

He didn’t.

IZZY
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EXT. PLAYGROUND. PRE SCHOOL. 08:07 - DAY.10 10

Kids are beginning to arrive. As they come into the 
playground they greet each other and catch up on the gossip. 
Some kids are kicking a ball around.

CUT TO:
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Okay, last thing. All being well, 
Izzy Charles will be back in school 
from today. I’m sure we all want 
her to feel welcome. I’m looking 
for someone to be her point of 
contact, her staff support.

AMY
I’m happy to do that.

KIM
Thanks, Amy.

AMY
No problem. Happy to help.

KIM
Okay, that’s it for this morning. 
Thank you everybody. 

As the meeting breaks up, Coral sidles over.

CORAL
That was good of you. 

AMY
I want to get more involved in the 
pastoral side of teaching.

CORAL
As long as you’re doing it for the 
right reasons. 

AMY
What do you mean?

CORAL
Just as long as it’s because you 
want to help Izzy - not just to 
make yourself feel better about 
what happened to her mum. 

Amy’s face falls as Coral walks away. 

Neil has trapped an NS TEACHER beside the coffee machine as 
he bangs on. Lindon listens in as he checks his pigeon hole.

NEIL
I mean, what’s wrong with cricket 
or footy? Or a bloody good cross 
country run? Basketball? It’s just 
netball for poseurs. 

Lindon rolls his eyes and is about to head off but...
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Nicky and Preston head to the lower school entrance with 
their stuff.

CUT TO:
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Preston rolls his eyes.

PRESTON
Maybe we should have taken the day 
off.

Preston looks worried as they head for the kitchen. 

CUT TO:
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INT. FOYER / MAIN CORRIDOR. PERIOD ONE. 09:14 - DAY.20 20

A worried Preston comes into the foyer heading towards the 
lockers with the red bag. He spots SAMIA carrying a cardboard 
file. Preston plasters on his breezy smile as she 
approaches...  

PRESTON
Oi! Why aren’t you in class, young 
lady?

SAMIA
(of the file)

Playing postman for Guthrie. 

She smiles and they steal a quick kiss.

SAMIA

T

c
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INT. SCIENCE LAB. YEAR 12. PERIOD TWO. 11:09 - DAY.23 23

Preston is at the back of the class. The other YR12s - 
including Kai and Danny - are quietly working as Lindon works 
at his

s
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INT. BOY’S TOILETS. BREAK. 11:16 - DAY.
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INT. MAIN CORRIDOR. BREAK. 11:25 - DAY.28 28

The bell rings for the end of break as a frustrated Preston 
is stashing his red bag in his locker when KELLY JO makes him 
jump. 

KELLY JO
What are you doing?

PRESTON
What? Nothing.

He slams the locker shut.

PRESTON (CONT’D)
What do you want?

KELLY JO
Is it true you’ve been turfed out 
of your flat?

Preston looks around to see if anyone heard, before pulling 
Kelly Jo aside for a bit more privacy.

PRESTON
Who did you hear that off?

KELLY JO
Some year nines were talking about 
it in the bog. It’s all over 
school.

He silently curses.
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KELLY JO (CONT’D)
I was proper worried. I was going 
to ring my mum and tell her to blow 
up my air bed for you.

Preston turns and gives her a glare. Kelly Jo realises what 
she has done.

KELLY JO (CONT’D)
Oh yeah. Sorry.

She mimes zipping her mouth shut. As Preston walks away he 
has an idea. He starts running up the corridor.

However, as he heads towards the lower school entrance, he 
crosses paths with an annoyed Samia.

SAMIA
Oh, there you are. Don’t you ever 
look at your phone? 

Confused and distracted, he pulls out his phone to see he 
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Her call is answered. She heads outside as...

NICKY (CONT’D)
Teresa? 

e
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INT. FREEZER. PERIOD THREE. 12:13 - DAY.37 37

Coral looks for the ice.

CUT TO:
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INT. KITCHENS. PERIOD THREE. 12:14 - DAY.38 38

Nicky comes back in as...

NICKY
Yeah, well, next time you can get 
the flaming bus.

She punctuates her point by kicking the freezer door shut 
with some force.

CUT TO:
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INT. FREEZER. PERIOD THREE. 12:14 - DAY.39 39

Coral turns...

CORAL
What are you playing at?

CUT TO:
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INT. KITCHENS. PERIOD THREE. 12:14 - DAY.40 40

Nicky realises she has shut Coral in the freezer as she hears 
a hammering on the door...

NICKY
Hey, I told you not to go in there. 
Health and... 

However, when she goes to open the door the handle breaks off 
in her hand. 

NICKY (CONT’D)
...safety. 

Nicky looks at it in horror.

CUT TO:
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INT. KITCHENS. PERIOD THREE. 12:26 - DAY.44 44

Nicky watches nervously as Donte examines the broken handle. 
The NS Canteen Workers are looking on, Nicky turns to them.

NICKY
Can you go and open up the other 
canteen while I sort this?

They leave.

NICKY (CONT’D)
Miss Walker? Hang in there. Help is 
on the way.

CORAL (O.S.)
The fire brigade?

NICKY
No! Better than that. This is... 
Erm...

She realises she has no idea.

DONTE
Donte Charles. I’m Izzy’s dad.

CUT TO:
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INT. FREEZER. PERIOD THREE. 12:27 - DAY
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INT. KITCHENS. PERIOD THREE. 12:27 - DAY.46 46

Donte turns to Nicky.

DONTE
(quietly)

Not really. Maybe she’s right. I’ve 
no idea how long this is going to 
take me and the fire brigade will 
have all the right equipment.

NICKY
And how am I going to explain a 
fire engine on the playground?

DONTE
If it was an accident...

NICKY
Please, I can’t lose this job.

He can see she is sincerely desperate.

DONTE
Alright, but I’m going to need some 
tools. Where’s the caretaker?

NICKY
One’s off sick, and the other one 
just retired. But their office is 
down the main corridor.

DONTE
I’ll find it.

He dashes out.

NICKY
Did you hear that? Help is on the 
way.

CORAL (O.S.)
I heard. And you don’t need to 
worry about your job. 

Nicky is relieved.

CORAL (O.S.) (CONT’D)
As far as I’m concerned, you’ve 
already lost it. 

CUT TO:
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INT. MAIN CORRIDOR. PERIOD THREE. 12:29 - DAY.47 47

Donte is looking for the caretaker’s office when he meets 
Amy. Things are awkward between them.

AMY
Mr Charles? Can I help yo
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INT. KITCHENS. LUNCH. 12:35 - DAY.49 49

Donte and Amy arrive back with the tools to find Nicky going 
through her voicemails. 

DONTE
How’s she doing?

NICKY
She’s gone a bit quiet. But that 
might be because she’s giving me 
the silent treatment.

Amy bangs on the door.

AMY
Miss Walker? Are you okay? You need 
to keep talking to us. How are you 
doing?

CUT TO:
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INT. KITCHENS. LUNCH. 12:37 - DAY.53 53

There is a clunk as Donte manages to dismantle the door 
mechanism. He takes a screwdriver and forces the loc -12 12 0 0 -12 479 129 Tm /TT2 1 Tf (o) Tj ET Q q.1 0 842 cm BT 12 0 0 -12 423 141 Tm /TT2 1 Tfcm BT 12 0 0 -12 842
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A chastened Nicky nods and makes to head off but...

KIM







WATERLOO ROAD S11A EP #1103 Master Script  23.05.22.        76. 

© Rope 



WATERLOO ROAD S11A EP #1103 Master Script  23.05.22.        77. 

© Rope Ladder Fiction and Wall to Wall  

Lindon goes, thinking he’s given a good pep talk, but Preston 
looks even more stressed as he starts jogging around the gym. 

CUT TO:
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INT. SCHOOL GYM. LUNCH. 13:05 - DAY.
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INT. HEAD TEACHER'S OFFICE. LUNCH. 13:13 - DAY.57 57

Kim stares at Preston whilst Lindon looks disappointed.

KIM
I can’t believe I have to say this, 
but we do not verbally abuse people 
in this school. Even if we are 
having a tough time at home.  

Preston reacts to that sharply. 

KIM (CONT’D)
If that had escalated beyond a bit 
of shouting, we’d be having a far 
more serious conversation right 
now. A conversation that would 
involve your mum. And I get the 
feeling that’s the last thing she 
needs right now. 

Preston hangs his head at this, hiding his upset. 

KIM (CONT’D)
You need to get your temper under 
control. And if you can’t...

PRESTON
I can. 

LINDON
Didn’t look like it to me. 

PRESTON
I have... coping mechanisms.

Lindon and Kim exchange a surprised look.

PRESTON
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I don’t know why you are on school 
property but you need to leave.

MAC
In a minute. 

VALERIE
I won’t tell you again...

Mac lets Danny go, but gets in Valerie’s face.

MAC
You won’t tell me anything, 
darling. Outside the school gates, 
you’re just like anyone else. 
That’s what you teachers always 
forget.

Valerie stands her ground. Mac is amused.

MAC (CONT’D)
Always hated teachers. Talking to 
me like I were stupid or something. 

VALERIE
Well, things have changed since you 
were last at school. For a start, 
we have CCT2 cm BT 12j ET Q q 1 0 0 -1 0 842 cm BT 12 0 0 -12 229 42 cm BT 12 0 0 -12 229 405 Tm 12
cm BT 12 0 0 -1 0 82 cj ET-1 i
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INT. ENGLISH CLASSROOM (CORAL). YEAR 12. PERIOD FOUR.    62 62
13:25 - DAY.

Coral is ready to teach the YR12s but with her coat still on 
and a cup of hot coffee in her hands. A visibly worked up 
Preston comes in and takes a seat, but he’s paranoid as he 
observes Kai and Caz whispering. As they both look up at him, 
Preston’s increasingly on edge.

CORAL
Let’s make a start. The key themes 
of The Great Gatsby...

As everyone gets their books out, Preston is feeling hot and 
loosens his collar. He is struggling t

g

s
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INT. MAIN CORRIDOR. PERIOD FOUR. 13:51 - DAY.63 63

Lindon is heading up the corridor when Preston barrels past 
him and Coral comes o

d
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INT. CLASSROOM. 
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KIM (CONT’D)
Not now, Wendy...

But Wendy comes in. 

WENDY
I’m sorry, but two girls have gone 
AWOL and one of them is Tonya 
Walters.

Nicky looks skyward as...

NICKY
Oh, you’re having a laugh!

CUT TO:
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TONYA
Looks pretty well fed to me.

Tonya gets a determined look on her face.

TONYA (CONT’D)
Open your bag.

IZZY
Why?

TONYA
Just do it.

She does and Tonya reaches into the tank. Izzy grins as Tonya 
gleefully fills her bag with rescued mice until the 
shopkeeper shout after them to stop...

Tonya and Izzy explode out of the shop with the Shopkeeper in 
hot pursuit. 

CUT TO:
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EXT. SIDE STREET. SHOPPING CENTRE. PERIOD FOUR. 14:00 -    69 69
DATm /TT2 1 Tf (69) Tj ET Q q 1 0 0 q 112 0 0 -12 115m BT 12 0 0 -12 510 45 Tm /TT2 1 Tf (1) Tj ET Q 0 02 1 T0T Q q
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LINDON
What do you mean? Breathing 
exercises? MindfuQ q 1 0 0 -1 0 842
cm BT 12 0 0 -12 390 803 TT Q q 1 0 0 -1 0 842
cm BT 12W-12 2Mu
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EXT. PARK. PERIOD FIVE. 14:32 - DAY.72 72

Tonya and Izzy laugh as they release the mice into the grass.

IZZY
Off you go! Be free!

TONYA
Watch out for cats!

They laugh, but as they turn to leave, they see a POLICE 
OFFICER on his bike is waiting to speak with them.

CUT TO:
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INT. HEAD TEACHER’S OFFICE. PERIOD FIVE. 15:15 - DAY.73 73

Nicky sits with a cup of tea. Wendy is on the phone as Donte 
rushes past and into Kim’s office. 

WENDY (O.S.)
Thank you for that. I’ll let them 
know.

Wendy pops her head into the office.

WENDY (CONT’D)
Mr Charles...

DONTE
You were supposed to be keeping an 
eye on her. And she just walks out 
of school? And now nobody has any 
idea where the hell she is?

WENDY
She’s in the back of a police car, 
on her way back to school. That was 
the station on the phone. 

Donte slumps with relief. 

NICKY
And Tonya?

WENDY
Her as well.

DONTE
Who’s Tonya?

NICKY
My little idiot. This will have 
been all her idea.

She gives Donte an apologetic smile and offers him her tea.

NICKY (CONT’D)
Here, you look like you need this 
more than me. Four sugars. 

He sits down beside her looking worn out. Wendy goes back to 
her work but is listening in as...

NICKY (CONT’D)
It’s okay. Breathe. She’s safe.

DONTE
This time. And no thanks to me.
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JOE
We can’t make those kind of 
promises. There’s nowhere else for 
him to go.

VALERIE
What was I supposed to say? I can’t 
forget what I’ve seen and heard 
Joe. 

Joe agrees, but feels totally helpless. Val is conflicted.

CUT TO:
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INT. HEAD TEACHER'S OFFICE. AFTER SCHOOL. 15:38 - DAY.75 75

Kim talks to Tonya and Izzy as Nicky and Donte look on.

KIM
I’m very glad you two are getting 
on. I think you both probably need 
a good friend at the moment.

Tonya and Izzy exchange a look.

KIM (CONT’D)
But in the future keep it on school 
grounds. No more adventures. Or 
you’ll be BFFs in the BU. 
Understand?

TONYA/IZZY
Yes, Miss Campbell.

KIM
For the rest of the term you need 
to get your school journals signed 
at the start and finish of every 
lesson. And then bring them to Mrs 
Whitwell to be checked at the end 
of each day. 

They both groan at that. Kim is unmoved.

KIM (CONT’D)
Off you go. 

The girls troop out. Nicky pauses as...

NICKY
(to Kim)

Thank you. What you said earlier... 
No shame in asking. 

KIM
That’s right. 

They go. Donte hangs back. 

DONTE
Is it true you’re looking for a new 
caretaker? 

KIM
Why? Do you know someone?

DONTE
Me. 
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KIM
(taken aback)

Oh, right.

DONTE
I can fix pretty much anything if I 
put my mind to it. Like freezer 
doors.

KIM
You should know that it’s not all 
rescuing teachers from the deep 
freeze. It’s also sorting faulty 
toilets and waxing floors.

DONTE
I don’t care. I need to get my life 
sorted, Miss Campbell. For my kids. 
For Chlo. 

KIM
(impressed)

Then the job’s yours. 

Donte is gr

e
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INT. SIXTH FORM COMMON ROOM. AFTER SCHOOL. 15:43 - DAY.76A 76A *

The place is deserted. Danny’s sorting the contents of his *
locker, including bits of dirty laundry from a bin liner, *
spread over the seats. Val comes in and watches for a *
moment. *

VAL *
Danny? *

DANNY *
Having a sort out, Miss. Don’t *
like leaving stuff in my room, so *
I keep it here in my locker. *
Getting off now. *

VAL *
You can’t live like that. *

DANNY *
I manage okay. *

VAL *
(a decision forming) *

It just doesn’t seem right. Not *
when I’ve got two bedrooms doing *
nothing. No. This is stupid. Grab *
your stuff. You’re coming home *
with me. *

DANNY *
(hesitant)

A

k

)

iiiiDiiiYYYYYYYYYYYY* 
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DEBS (CONT’D)
(exasperated)

It won’t hurt you to swallow your 
pride for once in your life, Nicky. 
Might actually do you some good. 

PRESTON
Please, mum.

She can see how stressed he is as he looks pleadingly at her. 
She takes a deep breath before.

NICKY
I’m sorry.

Debs looks at her. She needs more... 

NICKY (CONT’D)
For what I said, last time I was 
here. I was out of order. Mind you, 
you said some things too...

Debs makes a show of considering. Preston is on tenterhooks 
until...

DEBS
I’ll put the kettle on.

She goes inside. Nicky turns to Preston, resentful.

NICKY
Happy now? 

PRESTON
It’s for the best, Mum.

An unhappy Nicky trudges inside. Preston watches her go, 
before...

PRESTON (CONT’D)
Actually, I’m going to meet Sami 
now Mum. Will you be okay?

Nicky gives him a small smile, and Preston heads off, 
clutching his red bag.

CUT TO:
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EXT. STAFF CAR PARK. AFTER SCHOOL. 16:27 - DAY.79 79

Val is driving from the staff overflow car park when she sees 
Danny leaving for the hostel. She pulls up beside him. 

VALERIE
Danny?

He comes over.

VALERIE (CONT’D)
Listen, you can’t go back there. 
You can stop with me, just for a 
little while. And only if you 
promise not to leave wet towels on 
the bathroom floor.

DANNY
(stunned)

I promise.

VALERIE
Then you better get in. We’ll go 
get your stuff.

Danny doesn’t need to be told twice.

CUT TO:
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