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Davey:   �z�}�µ�����}�v�[�š��half talk some bull-  1 

Meg:   (of her young son, who is listening) - oi, little ears. What are you 2 
   two doing here?  3 

Davey:   Me and Rory were off to the park. He saw your picture on the 4 
   posters outside, wanted to come and see you for real.  5 

Meg: Oh sweetheart, �š�Z���š�[s lovely�t but �]�š�[�•�����������À���Ç�������Ç���š�}�����Ç�U��6 
remember? �D�µ�u�u�Ç�[�•���Á�}�Œ�l�]�v�P (to Davey) I told you I had this 7 

call at two. 8 

Davey: He was right outside, bawling, what did you want me to do?  9 

Meg: �/�[�o�o���•�������Ç�}�µ�����š���Z�}�u���U��later yeah? You have fun with Uncle Davey, 10 
sweetheart.  11 

But Rory starts to cry for his Mummy again. Megan is making a call. 12 

Davey: Come on kiddo. �>���š�[�•���o�����À�����Ç�}�µ�Œ���D�µ�u���š�}���]�š�X�� 13 

Meg:   �,�]�U���]�š�[�•���u���U���Ç���•, sorry about that.  Where were we? 14 

 15 

SC2. INT/ EXT. THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL. DOORSTEPS/ ELECTION NIGHT. SPORTS HALL.  16 

Meg (V/O):  This seat hasn’t changed hands since I was two. The M.P who 17 
has held it since then is in the same party as me – but we’re 18 
miles apart. He: a suited middle aged guy and me: a flame-19 

haired, very young looking twenty six year old single Mum.  20 

 21 

SCENE 2A – EXERIOR – MEGS KNOCKS ON DOOR  22 

Meg:  �,�]�U���/�[�u���D���P Stokes. �/�[�u��standing to be your M.P�Y 23 

Resident:  
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SCENE 2B:  CORRIDOR, MEG RUNNING, BREATHLESS, LATE 1 

Security Guard Hang on young lady, where you off to? 2 

Meg:    �D���P���^�š�}�l���•�X���/�[�u���Z���Œ�����(�}�Œ���š�Z�������À���v�š�X 3 

Security Guard:  (Calling into the room�•���K�v�����}�(���D���P���^�š�}�l���•�[���‰���}�‰�o�����]�•���Z���Œ���X 4 

Meg:   �/�[�u���v�}�š���}�v�����}�(���Z���Œ���‰���}�‰�o���X���/�[�u her .  5 

Security Guard: �z�}�µ�M�����z�}�µ�[�Œ���Y 6 

Meg:   �/�[�u���š�Z���������v���]�����š��.  7 

Security Guard:  �z�}�µ���o�}�š���P���š���Ç�}�µ�v�P���Œ�����v�����Ç�}�µ�v�P���Œ�U�����}�v�[�š���Ç�}�µ�M�� 8 

MEG (V/O): I don’t get paid for any of this either. 
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SC3. ELECTION NIGHT. SPORTS HALL. 2am. 1 

Meg (V/O):  2 a.m. in a freezing sports hall.  Usually, you have a sense 2 
before you turn up if you’ve done it; cos of the exit polls 3 

announced in the media a few hours before, when they asked 4 
constituents how they’ve voted. But my constituency is too 5 
close to call.  The count begins, as the votes are poured onto 6 
the table… 7 

CAMPAIGN MANAGER (sotto) :-     I think his piles are bigger, Meg.  What do you  8 
     think ? 9 

Meg:     �/�������v�[�š���o�}�}�l�X���� 10 

MEG (V/O): But I do…. And we’re like talking miniscule differences in our 11 
ballot piles.  12 

CAMPAIGN MANAGER    If he wins, we ask for a re-count. 13 

MEG (V/O): If he wins, I don’t know how I’ll pay the debt off. I won’t bore 14 
you with the agony of waiting, and waiting.  We’ll just cut to 15 

the chase. 16 

SFX: LOUD APPLAUSE AND CHEERING 17 

Meg (V/O): I feel like I’m going to throw up. Like I’m going to fall off the 18 
stage.  – and I can’t quite compute…  19 

More cheers and shouts. 20 

Davey: (SFX PHONE RINGING) Mum? Mum? She did it. Our Meg did it.   21 

Mum: �/�����}�v�[�š�����o�}�}���Ç�������o�]���À�����]�š�X��Is she there? Is she all right? 22 

Davey: S�Z���[�•���µ�‰���š�Z�� stage �v�}�Á�Y�� 23 

Meg (V/O): I did it. By a margin of 148 votes. I did it.  24 

Meg: Thank-you. Thank-you for putting your faith in me. I�[ll do my 25 
absolute best to earn it. 26 

More applause and cheers  27 

 28 

 29 

 30 
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SC4. INT. TRAIN CARRIAGE.  1 

Meg (V/O): Monday morning: the early train to London. Four days since I 2 
was elected. A blur of press requests and packing and well-3 

wishers and lobbyists and trying to batch cook for Rory, so 4 
there’s one less thing for Davey to think about when I’m 5 
away… 6 

Meg:   Hey? Did I wake you? 7 

Davey:   �z�}�µ�[�Œ�����l�]�����]�v�P�M��He opened his eyes the second you shut the  8 
   door.  9 

Meg:   Oh no. 10 

Davey:   �,���[�•���}�l���Ç�X����Apart from replastering the room with Weetabix,  11 
   �Z���[�•���P�}�}���X�� 12 

Meg: I was phoning to say �]�(���Z���[�•��too cold in that sleeping bag tonight, 13 
the thick ones are under the cot  14 

Davey: Okay, thanks. 15 

Meg: And�U���Z���[s almost out of dummies, you know how he likes to suck 16 
on one and hold another. I meant to pick up an extra couple 17 
but�Y��  18 

Davey:   Meg. �,���[�•���(�]�v���X�����t���[�Œ�����(�]�v���X���z�}�µ��go be brilliant.   19 

Meg:   Okay. Okay. �/�[�o�o���•�������Ç�}�µ�����}�š�Z���d�Z�µ�Œ�•�����Ç�X���d���o�o���Z�}�Œ�Ç���/���o�}�À�����Z�]�u�U�� 20 
   yeah?  21 

 22 

SC5. EXT. THE WALK TO PARLIAMENT SQUARE. MONDAY MORNING.  23 

Meg (V/O): 
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Party Leader: Looking around its heartening to see so many fresh, enthusiastic 1 
faces. We might not be in Government yet but against all 2 
predictions, we are 47 seats closer than we were and that is 3 
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SC6. INT. THE HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT. CENTRAL LOBBY.  SOON AFTER. 1 

Meg (V/O):  And then everyone disappears, like they all know where  2 
   they’re going except me. I feel like the Muggle kid when they 3 

   first make it to Hogwarts: like the statues are all looking at  4 
   me, raising their eyebrows like, her? Really?      5 

Amina Hussain, early 50s, a seasoned MP approaches.  6 

Amina: Lost: are you?  7 

Meg: Just a bit.  8 

Amina: Thought so. Your lanyard: green and white. It basically translates 9 
���•���Z�‰�o�����•�����o�}�}�l�����(�š���Œ���š�Z�]�•���������Œ�[�X�� 10 

Meg:   Sorry?  11 

Amina:  �z�}�µ�����}�v�[�š���l�v�}�Á��Paddington? �W���Œ�š�Ç���h�v�]�š�Ç�����•�]�����U���/�������v�[�š���•�Z���Œ��������12 
   bench  �Á�]�š�Z���•�}�u���}�v�����Á�Z�}�����}���•�v�[�š���l�v�}�Á���W�������]�v�P�š�}�v�X�� 13 

Meg:   I�[�u��just a bit�Y (bewildered) 14 

Amina:  You get used to it. Less unused to it, anyway. �/�[�u Amina. Chief 15 
   Whip.  16 

Meg:   Meg Stokes.  Hello.   17 

Amina:  Where are you trying to get to? 18 

Meg:   �/�[�u���i�µ�•�š���v�}�š���‹�µ�]�š�����•�µ�Œ�����Z�}�Á I find out where my office is�Y 19 

Amina:  �/���•�����X���d���o�o���Ç�}�µ���Á�Z���š�U���(�}�o�o�}�Á���u���Y�� 20 

They walk together.  21 

Amina:  You know where the name �Zwhip�[ derives from? The�[   22 
   whipper in�[ kept the hounds together as a pack. 23 

They walk down a corridor. Amina opens a door.  24 

Amina: �z�}�µ�[�Œ�����o�µ���l�Ç�U���v�}���}�v���[�•���v�������������]�š���Ç���š�Y�� 25 

Meg: Sorry, what is this place?  26 

Amina:  Ladies Members Room.  Hair straighteners, spare clothes �t 27 
���À���Œ�Ç�š�Z�]�v�P�������Z�o�����Ç�[���u�]�P�Z�š���v�������X���/�š�[�•���•�‰�����]�}�µ�•�X���t�]�(�]�[�•���v�}�š���š���Œ�Œ�]���o���X�� 28 
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SC7. INT. THE HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT. CHAMBER. 1 

The speaker:   Any new members wishing to take their seats.  2 

MEG (V/O): The Commons Chamber, my ‘swearing in’. MPs can’t  take their 3 
seat, speak in debates, vote or receive a salary until they’re 4 
sworn in. If I tried to I could get fined 500 quid and lose my 5 
seat.   6 

Clerk: Do you want to swear the oath or affirm?  7 

Meg: �/�[�o�o���•�Á�����Œ�X�����}���/���i�µ�•�š�Y�M�� 8 

Clerk: �:�µ�•�š���Œ���������(�Œ�}�u���Z���Œ���Y 9 

Meg:  (Reading) I Meg Stokes swear by Almighty God that I will be 10 

faithful and bear true allegiance to His Majesty King Charles, 11 

his heirs and successors, according to law. So help me God. 12 

Meg (V/O): And then I sign my name. Pass the speaker’s chair.  13 

Speaker: Congratulations. Settling in okay?  14 

Meg: I�Y���/��think so, thank-you, Mr. Speaker.  15 

Speaker: You will do.  16 

Meg (V/O): And that’s it. Official.  17 

Fade to -  18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 
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Noah: �t���]�Œ���o�Ç���]�u�‰�Œ���•�•�]�À���X�����/�[�o�o���š���l�����š�Z���š�X�����/�š�[�•���•�š�µ�‰�]���U���Œ�����o�o�Ç�X���/�[�À�����i�µ�•�š��1 
always been kind of a geek about that kind of thing. Started 2 
when I was a kid.  You know that game, Top Trumps?  3 

Meg: Course. 4 

Noah: When I was eleven, I designed my own set based on political 5 
leaders, rather than super heroes or whatever. As you can 6 
imagine I was very cool at school. Not! 7 

She laughs.  8 

Meg (V/O): He might be a geek, but 
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SC10. INT. MEG’S HOTEL ROOM. LATER THAT NIGHT.  1 

Meg (V/O): I go back to my hotel, exhausted, but wired.  I’d not had chance 2 
to call my baby.. I wanted to facetime so he could see me 3 

before bed. And now it’s too late.    4 

Meg is calling Davey.  5 

Meg:    (On the phone) Davey? Hey. Is he asleep?  6 

Davey:   Spark out.  7 

Meg:   �^�}�Œ�Œ�Ç���/�����]���v�[�š�������o�o�����š���������š�]�u���X��   8 

Davey �t �/�š�[�•���‰�Œ�}�������o�Ç�������š�š���Œ�U���š�}���������Z�}�v���•�š�X��It might have upset him, 9 
seeing you with you really being here.  10 

Meg: Was he upset then? Doing bedtime without me.  11 

Davey: He was fine.  12 

Meg: �/�[�����Œ���š�Z���Œ���Ç�}�µ���š���o�o���u�����š�Z�����š�Œ�µ�š�Z�X 13 

Davey: �/�š�[�•���š�Z�����(�]�Œ�•�š���v�]�P�Z�š�U���]�v�v�]�š�M�������Œ�o�Ç�������Ç�•�X���t���[�À�����Z�������(�µ�v�X��And now 14 
�Z���[�•���(���•�š�����•�o�����‰�X �z�}�µ�����}�v�[�š���v���������š�}���Á�}�Œ�Œ�Ç.    15 

Meg: Could you turn the camera round so I can watch him sleeping? 16 
�:�µ�•�š���(�}�Œ���������]�š�Ydo you mind? 17 

DAVEY Okay. (he minds) 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 
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SC11. 
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Meg:   Brother. He helps me out with Rory.  1 
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SC15. MEG’S HOUSE. SITTING ROOM. LATER THAT NIGHT.  1 

Davey and Meg are relaxing in the sitting room.  2 

Davey:   Was Rory all right at bedtime?  3 

Meg:   Yeah, why?  4 

Davey:   J�µ�•�š�������Œ�o�]���Œ�Y���Z�����Á���•�����•�l�]�v�P�������}�µ�š���š�Z�����‰�}�o�]�����������]�v�P���Z���Œ���Y���Á�Z���š������
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SC16. THE BACK ROOM OF A COMMUNITY CENTRE: MEG’S SURGERY. A WEEK 1 
LATER.  2 

Meg is bombarded by a range of voices �t each with �t 3 

- I was only twenty minutes late�t �]�š���Á���•���š�Z�������µ�•���•�X���^�µ�Œ���o�Ç���š�Z���Ç�������v�[�š���•���v���š�]�}�v��4 
me for that.  5 

- �t���[�o�o���š���l���������Œ�����}�(���u�Ç���v�]���������t �Z�}�µ�•�����Z���Œ�X���^�Z���[�•���v�}�š���•���(���X���W�o�����•���X���z�}�µ�[�Œ�����š�Z����6 
member of parliament, surely if you say she can come to this country �t then 7 

she can come.   8 

Meg (V/O): The back room of the community centre, tea urn on, plastic 9 
chairs laid out. This feels good: real: talking to people about 10 
their lives, their problems – 
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Taiba: I told them, and they said I had to go there, it was the only place. 1 

Meg: That�[�•���Á�Œ�}�v�P�X��  2 

Taiba: 
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SC17. INT. MEG’S CONSITUENCY SURGERY. SOON AFTER.  1 

Meg is speaking to the next constituent, Laura.  2 

Meg:   So, I�[�u�����(�Œ���]���U���/ �����v�[�š�����Z���v�P�����š�Z�������t�W�[�•���������]�•�]�}�v���}�v���Ç�}�µ�Œ�� 3 
   benefits, but �]�(���Ç�}�µ���š�Z�]�v�l���š�Z���Œ���[�•���������v�������u�]�•�����o���µ�o���š�]�}�v�U��I can  4 
   �Z���o�‰���Ç�}�µ���š�}�����‰�‰�����o�Y��  5 

Laura:   
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Meg:   �,���Ç�U���Z���Ç���]�š�[�•���}�l���Ç�X���/�š�[�•���}�l���Ç�X�� 1 

MEG (V/ O): I promise Laura that I’ll help her. And she seems to put her 2 
trust in me.  We try charities supplying furniture and bedding, 3 

but there’s a waiting list, and the thought of that kid going 4 
another night without his own bed…. And that’s one family, 5 
isn’t it? How many families like hers are there? Desperate for 6 
help and not knowing how to ask for it.  7 

It’s been a long day. It’s late by the time we finish going 8 
through every case, actioning what we can. I’ve missed Rory’s 9 
bedtime again. And before I know it’s back to Parliament. 10 

SC18. INT. THE HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT. LADY MEMBER’S ROOM. DAYS LATER. 11 

Meg is in the middle of interviewing Naomi.  12 

Naomi:  �/�����]���v�[�š���Á���v�š���š�}���������•�š�µ���l���]�v���������}�Œ�‰�}�Œ���š���������Œ�����Œ�Y 13 

Someone comes in and starts use the hairdryer, they mutter excuse me.  14 

Meg:   Sorry �t carry on.  15 

Meg (V/O):  I’m interviewing Naomi Doyle in ‘my office’. 16 

I’ll need staff, good staff if I’m going to stay on top of things: a 17 
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SC19. INT. HOUSE OF COMMONS. THE LADIES MEMBER’S ROOM.  1 

MEG (V/O): Two days later, and Naomi’s started, already thank God. It’s a 2 
bit weird, both of us sat in the Lady Member’s Chamber, but 3 

it’s great to have her. Hope she can help with my diary.  I’m a 4 
member of the All Parliamentary Party Groups for Tackling 5 
Loneliness, Women’s Health, In-Work Poverty, Domestic 6 
Violence and Abuse, Left Behind Neighbourhoods, Childcare 7 

and Early education... Whatever issue you can think of, there’s 8 
an APPG for it. Which is great, but it’s hard to squeeze it all in. 9 
Monday. 8 p.m.  10 

Meg is working on her computer. The division bell starts to ring.  11 

Naomi:  Meg? Y�}�µ�[�À�����P�}�š���š�}���P���š���u�}�À�]�v�P�Y 12 

Meg:   I just need to finish this press release...  13 

Meg (V/O):  
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Meg:   �t���o�o�U���š�Z���v�X���d�Z���Œ���[�•���v�}���‰�Œ�}���o���u�U���]�•���š�Z���Œ���M���/�[�o�o���•�������Ç�}�µ���v���Æ�š���Á�����l.  1 

Meg hangs up.  2 

The bell is still ringing.  3 

Naomi:  Four �u�]�v�µ�š���•�Y 4 

Meg:    Oh god. 5 

Naomi:  �W���•�•�X�����}�v�[�š���(�}�Œ�P�}�š���Ç�}�µ�Œ���‰���•�•�X�� 6 

���v�����•�Z���[�•���}�(�(��- sprinting down the corridors 7 

MEG (V/O): I’m literally legging it full pelt down the corridors…I’m not 8 
gonna make it… I can’t… My heart will pack in first…..but, 9 
but….  10 

She swears under her breathe.  11 

The clerk is still calling.  12 

Meg:  �/�[�u���Z���Œ���X���/�[�u�����}�u�]�v�P�X���� 13 

Meg (V/O): Made it. I know it’s ridiculous, this dash to the aye and no 14 
lobbies to be counted in like kids on a trip, but it’s kind of 15 

wonderful too - knowing you’re literally standing up and being 16 
counted.  17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 
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Meg (V/O):  Oh -my - God! 1 
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SC22. INT. HOUSE OF COMMONS. CENTRAL LOBBY.  SOON AFTER.  1 

�D���P�[�•���(���u�]�o�Ç�����Œ�����Á���]�š�]�v�P���(�}�Œ���Z���Œ���]�v�������v�š�Œ���o���o�}�����Ç�X�� 2 

Dad:   Meggy �t bloody hell. �d�Z���š�[�•���u�Ç���P�]�Œ�o�X�� 3 

Meg:   Thanks for coming Dad.  4 

Dad:   �����Œ�}�o�]�v���[�•���•�}�Œ�Œ�Ç���•�Z�������}�µ�o���v�[�š���u���l���X�� 5 

Mum:   �����Œ�}�o�]�v�����Á���•�v�[�š���]�v�À�]�š����, Den.  6 

Noah: �/���Á�}�v�[�š���]�v�š���Œ�Œ�µ�‰�š�����µ�š���/���i�µ�•�š���Á���v�š�������š�}���•���Ç���Á���o�o�����}�v���U���D���P���t you 7 
were great.  8 

Mum:   �t�Z�}�[�•���š�Z���š�M�� 9 

Meg:   Just -T Q q9oC4 n BT 0 re W* n BT 0 g /TT0 12.96 Tf 247.25 546.55 Td ( )Tj ET Q q 0 0 59>0

55 Td [<0074015A017D035B01900003>-5 <019A015A0102>-3.002 <019A034D0003>]TJ0Yre W* n B1(-T Q q9oC4 n BT 0 re W* n BT 0 g /TT0 12.96 Tf 247.25 546.55 Tre W* n  Q 4(:)32 42.7 (-T Q q9oC4 10 27.84 re f* EMC  /P <<>>BDC  q 0 0 595.32 841.92 re W* n BT 0T Q q9oC4 n BT 0 r2.024 518.71 Td [(M)3.002 479.35.998 (:)]TJ ET Q q 0 0 595.32 841.92 re W* n BT 0 g /TT0 12.96 Tf 99.264 518.71 Td ( )Tj ET Q4 [(0021.92 re W* n BT 0 g /TT0 12.96 Tf 108.02 546.55 Td ( )Tj ET Q q 0 0 595.32 841.92 r4 [(0021.90 g /TT0 12.96 Tf 144.02 518.71 Td ( )Tj ET Q q 0 0 595.32 841.92 r4 [(0021.90 g /TT0 12.96 Tf 144.02 518.71 Td ( )Tj ET Q q 0 0 595.32 84.005 (4 [(0021.90 g /TT0 12.96 Tf 144.02 518.71 Td ( )Tj ET Q q 0 0 595.32 84T Q q 4 [(0021.92 AW* n BT 0 g015A017veW* n BT 0ryW* n BT 0 gW* n BT re W* n BTnd)ET (somgW* n BTe n BT  1455 TC2_1  1455 Td (55 Td [<0074W* n BTD035B01900003>-5 <019A015A0102>-3.002 <019A034D0003>]TJ0Yre W331 /TT4 [(0021.90 g /TT0 12.96 Tf 144.02 518.71 Td ( )Tj ET Q q 0 0 re W* n  Q 4(:)32 42.7 (4 [(0021.9011 27.84 re f* EMC  /P <<>>BDC  q 0 0 595.32 841.92 re W* n BT 4 [(0021.90 g /TT0 2.024 518.71 Td [(M)3.002 451 /TT498 (:)]TJ0Yr Q q 0 0 595.32 841.92 re W* n BT 0 g /TT0 12.96 Tf 99.264 518.71 Td ( )Tj ET Q463:)]T1.92 DgW* n BTad74W* n BT0 g /TT0 12.96 Tf 108.02 518.71 Td ( )Tj ET Q q 0 0 595.32 84g /0 Q463:)]T1.90 g /TT0 12.96 Tf 144.02 518.71 Td ( )Tj ET Q q 0 0 595.32 841.92 r463:)]T1.90 g /TT0 12.96 Tf 144.02 518.71 Td ( )Tj ET Q q 0 0 595.32 84.005 (463:)]T1.90 g /TT0 12.96 Tf 144.02 518.71 Td ( )Tj ET Q q41.92 re W* n BT 0 g 463:)]T1.92Tf 2A /C2_1 12.96D01B5 /C2_1 12.55 Td8CTf 481W* n BW* n BW* n BW*5.32 7595.F95.32 84 n BW*58CTf8C ET Q q02Td ( d ( d5D.96 Tf841.C2_1 12.d <0374>Tj E0 5>1  1d <BW*5.32 8C E84 n BW*355* n BW* n BW*03E>C2_1 12.9C7.96 >  1455 <.96 Tf 481374>Tj E358BT 0 g /TT0 11.04 Tf 48.36 546.55 Td (9)Tj ET Q q 0 0 595.32 84353.23r463:)]T1.90 g /TT0 12.96 Tf 144.02 518.71 Td ( )Tj ET Q q 0 0 re W* n  Q 4(:)32 42.7 (463:)]T1.9012 27.84 re f* EMC  /P <<>>BDC  q 0 0 595.32 841.92 re W* n BT 463:)]T1.90 g /TT0 2.024 518.71 Td [(M)3.002 431 5TT498 (:)19.8r Q q 0 0 595.32 841.92 re W* n BT 0 g /TT0 12.96 Tf 99.264 518.71 Td ( )Tj ET Q4um:)021.92 re W* n BT 0 g /TT0 12.96 Tf 108.02 546.55 Td ( )Tj ET Q q 0 0 595.32 841.92 r4um:)021.90 g /TT0 12.96 Tf 144.02 518.71 Td ( )Tj ET Q q 0 0 595.32 841.92 r4um:)021.90 g /TT0 12.96 Tf 144.02 518.71 Td ( )Tj ET Q q 0 0 595.32 84.005 (4um:)021.90 g /TT0 12.96 Tf 144.02 518.71 Td ( )Tj ET Q q41.92 re W* n BT 0 g 4um:)021.92W*02F.55 Td75>5BW* n BW* n BW*5.3>  0 <.96595.F95.32 8C E84 n BW*58CTf.32 84 n BW*5 ( d (BW* n BW*55D.96  /C2_1 12.95( )Tj 0 595.32 8C E84 n BW*359>  C2_1 12.54D g /TT0 11.04 Tf 48.36 546.55 Td (9)Tj ET Q q 0 0 595.32 843eg))]T4um:)021.90 g /TT0 12.96 Tf 144.02 518.71 Td ( )Tj ET Q q41.92 re W* n 309.91 4um:)021.92W*018BW* n BW*57D.96  /re 9412.55 >-841.92 re W*)Tj E841.92 re W*0 5955D.96  /C2 n BW*56C*)Tj 5BW* 2F>95.d <BW* n BW* n BW*5.5955D /re 9412.5.5956  /512.55 Td W*)Tj E841.92 re 095.32 .32
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Meg:   So, did you like the speech, Mum?  1 

Mum:   I did, love.  2 

The camera flashes.  3 

Mum:   Would�v�[�š�[�À�����l�]�o�o�������Ç�}�µ���š�}���Á�����Œ���������]�š���}�(���o�]�‰�‰�Ç�U���š�Z�}�µ�P�Z, would it? 4 

Meg (V/O): Months pass. I’m not the newbie anymore. I’m learning to be a 5 
little more discerning about which meetings to say no to - the 6 
kind that actually achieve naff all. I’ve secured a place on the 7 

Women and Equalities select committee. And I’m even shown 8 
a new office… 9 

 10 

SC23. INT. TINY OFFICE: 11 

Meg:  �'���š���•�š�µ�(�(�����U���/�[�u���v�}�š���Z���À�]�v�P���š�Z�]�• 12 

Meg (V/O):  Did I say office? Shoebox more like.  13 

Clerk: �t�Z���š�����}���Ç�}�µ���u�����v�M�����/�(���Ç�}�µ�����}�v�[�š���š���l�����]�š�U���Ç�}�µ�[�o�o���P�}���š�}���š�Z�������}�š�š�}�u��14 
of the list.  15 

Meg:  Will I now? 16 

 17 

SC24. 
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Amina: 
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Meg:   �t�Z�}�����Œ�����Ç�}�µ�M���z�}�µ�������v�[�š���������]�v���Z���Œ���X�� 1 

Man:   Bitch. Treacherous bitch.  2 

Meg:   
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SC26. INT. MEG’S HOUSE. KITCHEN. NIGHT.  1 

Meg is in the kitchen, she opens the fridge and pours herself a large drink.  2 

Davey comes down the stairs.  3  
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Davey: ���������µ�•�����/�[�À�����������v���o�}�}�l�]�v�P�����š���Ç�}�µ�Œ���d�Á�]�š�š���Œ
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Meg:   �/���P�µ���•�•���/�[�À�����P�}�š�������(���Á���u�}�Œ���������o�o�•���š�}���u���l���Y�X 1 

Naomi:  
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Meg:   Jesus, Davey, what time do you call this?  1 

Davey:   �z�}�µ�[�Œ�������Á���l���U�����Œ���v�[�š���Ç�}�µ�M���Z�}�Œ�Ç���Z�����������v�]�P�Z�š�u���Œ���U��I thought he 2 
   might  like to hear your voice.  3 

Rory:   �D�µ�u�u�Ç�U���/�[�u���•�����Œ�����X 4 

Meg:   Oh baby, hello, hello. �/�š�[�•�����o�o���Œ�]�P�Z�š���u�Ç���o�}�À���U���/�[�u���Z���Œ���U���/�[�u���Z���Œ���X��5 
   Nothing to be scared of. Nothing to be scared of, angel.  6 

SC29. INT. HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT. OUTSIDE THE CHAMBER.  7 

Meg (V/O):      I keep on working, working. Keeping focussed.  And now, today 8 
is the day: the second reading of my bill.  Private Members Bills 9 
are debated on Fridays – meaning MPs need to stay in 10 
Westminster to participate, rather than going back to their 11 

constituencies. And for a bill to pass, 100 MPs need to be 12 
there. Whoever worked out this system didn’t make it easy, 13 
did they?  14 

Meg:   �z�}�µ�[�Œ�������}�u�]�v�P���]�v, ���Œ���v�[�š��you?  15 

Noah: Course. ���v�����v�}�š���i�µ�•�š�����������µ�•���Y���E�}�š���i�µ�•�š�����������µ�•�����Á���[�Œ�����u���š���•�X��16 
�/�š�[�•�������P�}�}�������]�o�o�U Meg. Important.  17 

Meg: �/�[�À�� been ringing round like a maniac trying to persuade people 18 
to stay for it.  19 

MEG (V/O): Private Members Bills are debated on Fridays – meaning MPs 20 
need to stay in Westminster to participate, rather than going 21 
back to their constituencies. And for a bill to pass, 100 MPs 22 
need to be there. Whoever worked out this system didn’t make 23 

it easy, did they?  24 

NOAH:  �/�[�À�����Œ���v�P���Œ�}�µ�v�����š�}�}�X���� 25 

MEG:  �d�Z���š�[�•�Y���š�Z���v�l-you.  26 

NOAH  �>�]�l�����/���•���]���U���]�š�[�•�������P�}�}�������]�o�o�X�� 27 

MEG.  I owe you one, really. 28 

NOAH  Tell you what, buy me a drink sometime.   29 

MEG.  �>�]�•�š���v�U���/�[�u���P�}�v�v�� �P�}�����v�����P�]�À�����u�Ç�•���o�(���ñ�[���‹�µ�]�š���������(�}�Œ�����Á�����P�}���]�v�X 30 

NOAH  See you in there.  Keep breathing. �z�}�µ�[�o�o�����������Œ�]�o�o�]���v�š�X 31 
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SC30. INT. THE HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT.  1 

Meg (V/O): Ten minutes later I’m in the chamber.  Sweaty palms, and heart 2 
pounding. I have to introduce what I want to do and why. 3 

There must be a 100 MP’s – 
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Government M.P: Do we really want to create an environment, where landlords 1 
are disincentivised from letting family homes? Or where young 2 
families are made to feel renting is a better option than buying 3 

and furnishing their own home?  4 

Meg (V/O): And he goes on and on. We have until 2.30pm. If he keeps 5 
going, we’ll run out of time, 
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Meg:   �/�[�������‰�‰�Œ�����]���š�����š�Z���š.  1 

Journalist:  �/�(���/�����}�µ�o�����i�µ�•�š���P���š�������‹�µ�}�š�����š�}���l�]���l���µ�•���}�(�(�Y 2 

Meg:   Now?  3 

Journalist:   Why do you think the bill failed?  4 

Meg:   �/�����]���v�[�š���P���š���š�Z�����v�µ�u�����Œ�•�U�����]�����/? We got talked out.  
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Meg:  �/�[�u���v�}�š�����•�Z���u�������}�(��considering my options.  1 

Davey:  �d�Z���š���]�•�v�[�š���š�Z�����‰�}�]�v�š�X���/�š�[�•���‰�Œ�]�À���š���X�� 2 

Meg:   �/�[�u���v�}�š�����•�Z���u�������}�(���Á�Z�}���/�����u�X�� 3 

Davey:   �/�[�u���v�}�š���•���Ç�]�v�P���Ç�}�µ���•�Z�}�µ�o���������X�� 4 

Meg:   �/�(���/���Á���v�š���š�}���š���o�l�������}�µ�š���u�Ç�����Æ�‰���Œ�]���v�����•�U���š�Z���š�[�•���u�Ç���������]�•�]�}�v�X��  5 

Davey: �d�Z�]�•���]�•�v�[�š���i�µ�•�š�������}�µ�š���Ç�}�µ���š�Z�}�µ�P�Z�U���]�•���]�š�M Have you even read the 6 
comments? (Reading the comments) Kid would have been better 7 

off dead than with a bitch like that for a Mum. ���À�]�o�����]�š���Z�X�����}���•�v�[�š��8 
deserve a son.  9 

Meg:   Davey, stop.  10 

Davey: �z�}�µ���š�Z�]�v�l���Z�����Á�}�v�[�š���'�}�}�P�o�����Ç�}�µ�U�����•���•�}�}�v�����•���Z���[�•���}�o����enough? You 11 
�š�Z�]�v�l���Z�����Á�}�v�[�š���������•�����Œ�������•���v�•���o���•�•���Œ�������]�v�P�����o�o���}�(���š�Z�]�•�M�� 12 

Meg: So, what do you suggest? I teach him to keep quiet, say nothing, 13 
just in case people say snide things on the  W* n T0 11.07 Td [(S)-3.0e4997 <0003>-3.997 <01C3.002 (hin(se)-8.0021>KC._.5)0C* n BT 0 g /TT0 12.96 Tf 466.06 498.91 Td ( )Tj ET Q q 0 0 595.32 841.92 re W* n BT 0 g n BT 0 g /14f 0.0427 Tc 42.72 471.07 Td (13)Tj ET Q q 0 0 595.32 841.92 ren BT 0 g /TT0 12.911.04 Tf 54 498.91 Td ( )Tj avu
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Meg: Looking after Rory has been the making of you. Better than 1 
sitting round getting stoned with the same mates �Ç�}�µ�[�À�����Z������2 
since you were seventeen, same shifts in the same dead-end 3 

jobs.  4 

Davey: How dare you! �t�Z���š�M���z�}�µ�[�Œ�����•�}���u�µ���Z�������š�š���Œ���š�Z���v���u���U���v�}�Á�U�����Œ����5 
you?  6 

Meg:  �/�����]���v�[�š���u�����v�X�X�X�� 7 

Davey: Ungrateful cow. You �Á�}�µ�o���v�[�š��even be able to do the bloody job 8 
�]�(���]�š���Á���•�v�[�š���(�}�Œ���u��.   9 

Meg: �/�[�u���•�}�Œ�Œ�Ç�U���}�l���Ç�M���/�[�u���•�}�Œ�Œ�Ç�X���/���i�µ�•�š���u�����v�š�Y�����Ç�}�µ���o�}�À�����o�}�}�l�]�v�P�����(�š���Œ��10 
Rory.   11 

Davey: �z�����Z�U���Á���o�o���]�š�[�•�������P�}�}�����i�}��, �]�•�v�[�š���]�š? Because at least �Z���[�o�o���Z���À�� me 12 
if one �š�Z���•�����v�µ�š�š���Œ�•�����}���•���Á�Z���š���Z���[�•���š�Z�Œ�����š���v�]�v�P���š�}�}�X�� 13 

Meg:  What?  14 

Davey:  Do you never think about Rory? What it would do to him if�Y 15 

Meg:  Davey, stop.  16 

Davey:  Because I do. All the time. Keeps me up at night.   17 

Meg:  You �•�Z�}�µ�o���v�[�š���Œ���������š�Z���š���•�Z�]�š�X���z�}�µ�������v�[�š�X�� 18 

Davey:  �z�}�µ�[�Œ�����u�Ç���l�]�����•�]�•�š���Œ�U���D���P�X���:�µ�•�š�����������µ�•�����]�š�����}���•�v�[�š���•�����Œ����you.  19 

Meg: Who said it does�v�[�š���•�����Œ�����u���M���d�Z���š���u���v�U���š�Z�����š�Z�}�µ�P�Z�š���š�Z���š���Z���[���Y��20 
�d�Z���š���Z�������}�µ�o���Y�X 21 

And then she starts to cry. Really cry.  22 

Meg: �/�[�u���•�����Œ������all the time too. But �]�š�[�•��not just that man. All the men 23 
like him.�X���/�š�[�•�Y��What if �/�[�u���‰�µ�š�š�]�v�P�����o�o���}�(���µ�•���š�Z�Œ�}�µ�P�Z�����o�o���š�Z�]�•�����v�����/��24 
�Á�}�v�[�š�������������o�����š�}�����Z���v�P�������v�Ç�š�Z�]�v�P�����v�Ç�Á���Ç�����������µ�•�����Á�Z�}�����u���/���š�}��25 
believe I can?  26 

Davey:   Oh, Meg. ���}�u�����Z���Œ���Y 27 

They hug 28 

 29 

 30 



39 
 

SC34.  INT. THE HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT. WHIP’S OFFICE.  1 

Meg knocks on Amina�[�•�����}�}�Œ�X�� 2 

Amina:  Meg, come in.  3 

Meg:   Thanks for seeing me. �/�[�u���v�}�š���•�µ�Œ�����Ç�}�µ�[�Œ�����š�Z�����Œ�]�P�Z�š���‰���Œ�•�}�v�� 4 
   but�Y 5 

Amina:  Before we get started - I have news. Great news. Your bill is  6 
   going to be included in the �'�}�À���Œ�v�u���v�š�[�•��
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Amina
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SC35. INT. MEG’S OFFICE 1 

Naomi:              
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Amina:  Meg, you know, your best chance of increasing that majority is if 1 
   the whole party is riding high.  2 

Meg:            
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Amina:  �,�}�v���•�š�o�Ç�M���/�����}�v�[�š���l�v�}�Á�X�����µ�š���/�����}���l�v�}�Á���]�š���v�������•���Á�}�u���v���o�]�l�����Ç�}�µ��1 
   leading the change. Look - I ���}�v�[�š���l�v�}�Á���]�(���Ç�}�µ�[�À�����Z�����Œ�������µ�š Leila 2 
   Nazari is likely to be 




