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MUSIC IN  5M01 10:00:00 RECAP IN 

 CAPTION OVER: Previously 

 THOMAS leans against the wall.  

 

THOMAS  

All this time we wonôt have moved. 

 

CUT TO: 

10:00:03 
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CUT TO: 

10:00:16 ERICH shoots.    

DEREK runs.  THOMAS runs after him. 

 

CUT TO: 

MICHAEL 

Leave them. 

ERICH in disbelief; he looks round to see if 

anyone heard. 

ERICH 

What?! 

CUT TO: 

10:00:21 THOMAS throws himself at DEREK as they fall to the 

ground. 

DEREK 

Get off me! 

THOMAS 

You'll get us both killed! 

THOMAS grabs DEREK and rolls him into a water-

filled shell hole.  

CUT TO: 

10:00:27 ANNA sees JOANNA standing with a bump.  A moment 

between them, before they hug. 

THOMAS (V.O.) 

How do we know... 

 

CUT TO: 

 

10:00:29 THOMAS (CONTôD) 

... it will end? 

DEREK 

It will.  It has to. 

THOMAS 

Maybe when there's no-one left to fight anymore? 
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TO BLACK. 

MUSIC IN 5M02(TITLES)10:00:37 OPENING TITLES SEQUENCE 

MUSIC OUT 5M01 10:00:38  

 WRITTEN BY 

 TONY JORDAN 

 

 PRODUCED BY 

 NICK PITT 

 

 DIRECTED BY 

 BRENDAN MAHER 

     THE 

 PASSING BELLS 

  

 TO BLACK 

  

 CAPTION OVER BLACK: 1918 

MUSIC OUT 5M02(TITLES)10:01:10 EXT. GERMAN TRENCHES. WINTER FOG. DAY 

MUSIC IN  5M03 10:01:11 A weary MICHAEL sits in the trench, shells 

explode around him. 

10:01:19 EXT. FIELD. WINTER FOG. DAY 

THOMAS sits in a shell hole with half a dozen 

other YOUNG SOLDIERS, the constant whistling of 

shells all around them. 

Cut to a close up of THOMAS. 

10:01:26 INT. THOMAS' HOUSE. BEDROOM. DAY 

In the reflection of a bowl of water we see 

ANNIE.  

In the bedroom, JOANNA is in labour, as ANNIE 

mops her brow. A MIDWIFE delivers. She pants. 

MIDWIFE 

One big push...please...please...youôre nearly 

there... 

10:01:35 INT. THOMAS' HOUSE. PARLOUR. DAY 

DAVID waits with JOHN and FAITH. They can hear 

JOANNA as she screams. 

10:01:37 INT. THOMAS' HOUSE. BEDROOM. DAY 
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JOANNA gives one big push. 

10:01:39 EXT. FIELD. WINTER FOG. DAY 

THOMAS sits in the shell hole.  Shells go off 

around him. A BABY is heard crying. 

10:01:43 INT. THOMAS' HOUSE. BEDROOM. DAY 

The MIDWIFE passes the NEWBORN BABY to JOANNA. 

MIDWIFE 

It's a boy. 

JOANNA looks at her new BABY adoringly, ANNIE 

beams. 

Standing behind ANNIE is THOMAS in uniform.  

But there's no joy in his face at the birth; he 

looks old, dirty and tired. 

JOANNA rocks the crying BABY. 

10:02:01 EXT. FIELD. WINTER FOG. DAY 

THOMAS sits in the shell hole. Shells go off 

around him. 

10:02:06 EXT. GERMAN TRENCHES. WINTER FOG. DAY 

A weary MICHAEL sits in the trench, shells 

explode around him. 

With dirty hands, he opens an old letter from 

KATIE.  He smells it, just for an instant finds 

himself home. 

He reaches inside the envelope and pulls out a 

small photograph, his FAMILY with KATIE. 

10:02:23 EXT. MICHAEL'S VILLAGE. DAY. 

A hand from a window holds a loaf of bread. A 

WOMAN takes it and runs.  Next FOUR WOMEN, 

including SUSAN fight for the last loaf. 

WOMAN IN SHOP 

Iôm sorry thatôs all Iôve got. 

SUSAN gets an elbow in the face and recoils.   

She steps back, holding her face as the last 
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loaf is gone and the WOMEN all scurry away, 

some with bread, some without.  

Out on SUSAN, left alone, empty handed. 

10:02:34 EXT. GERMAN TRENCHES. WINTER FOG. DAY 

MICHAEL, photo in hand, studies it intently.   

10:02:41 EXT. COUNTRYSIDE/ROAD. WINTER FOG. DAY 

THOMAS amongst a larger group of SOLDIERS 

moving across country. 

CAPTION OVER: British advance, Belgium 

MUSIC OUT 5M03 10:02:45 

Suddenly a voice -  

DEREK (O.S.) 

Tommy! 

Pick up DEREK running from the back of the 

GROUP carrying a letter.  He eventually reaches 

THOMAS. 

DEREK hands him the letter.  THOMAS opens the 

letter watched eagerly by DEREK.  

MUSIC IN  5M04 10:03:04 THOMAS reads. A moment, then: 

THOMAS 

It's a boy! They called him THOMAS. 

THOMAS takes out a small photograph of a BABY. 

Then THOMAS shouts to the other SOLDIERS all 

around him. 

THOMAS (CONT'D) 

It's a boy! 

A huge cheer goes up along the ranks.  

10:03:22 EXT. GERMAN TRENCHES. WINTER FOG. DAY 

GERMAN SOLDIERS dig in. 

CAPTION OVER: The German retreat, Belgium 

MUSIC OUT 5M04 10:03:33 MICHAEL, ERICH and other GERMAN SOLDIERS lay 

barbed wire across a field from a huge coil. 
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Just stick with me alright?  We'll go home 

together.   

DEREK wants to believe that more than anything.   

From the back we see the SOLDIERS marching. 

SINGING IN óO GWIAZDECZKOô  INT. THOMAS' HOUSE. WINTER FOG. DAY 

10:06:27 

JOANNA with the BABY, singing a Polish lullaby as 

DAVID enters with the newspaper and makes a bee- 

SINGING OUT óO GWIAZDECZKOô   line for her. 

10:06:32 

DAVID 

There's an article about Poland. 

They sit. 

DAVID (CONT'D) 

(reads) 

"...as revolution grows across Europe and the 

armistice gets closer, it is thought there 

could be a new People's Republic of Poland 

within weeks!"  

JOANNA smiles. 

JOANNA 

Can I keep it? To show my father? 

DAVID hands her the newspaper and she looks at 

it. 

10:06:51 EXT. BRITISH TRENCHES. WINTER FOG. DAY 

The sound of heavy guns. THOMAS, DEREK and 

others walking through the trench system which 

is still being dug out by SOLDIERS.  SERGEANT 

BOND at the front. 

SERGEANT BOND 

Right, they've dug in two hundred yards ahead 

and put wire down, so artilleryôs gonna let 

them know we're here. 

More shells whistle overhead, more explosions 

as SERGEANT BOND walks down the trench.  DEREK 

and THOMAS and other SOLDIERS follow.  

A shell hits just behind them. SOLDIERS are 

hit. THOMAS and DEREK crouch for cover. 
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MUSIC OUT 5M05 10:08:11 Yeah well if this armistice happens, we'll all 

be home for good soon. 

THOMAS 

Do you really think so? 

SERGEANT BOND 

It'll happen, just don't ask me when. 

Hopefully before that nipper of yours starts 

school... 

THOMAS a bit crestfallen. 

SERGEANT BOND (CONT'D) 

I'll ask.  Alright? 

THOMAS nods, moves to leave then stops. 

THOMAS 

Sergeant...is there any chance of moving Derek  

MUSIC IN  5M06 10:08:38 back to supply trenches? He's not right. 

SERGEANT BOND 

Go out there and find me a man who is. 

 

THOMAS leaves. 

 

10:08:51 EXT. BRITISH TRENCHES. DAY 

THOMAS comes out of the dugout. It's noisy, a 

heavy gun barrage constantly whistling over 

their heads. 

THOMAS sees DEREK up on the fire step and joins 

him.  DEREK is clearly uncomfortable, leaning 

into the sandbags on the parapet, his eyes 

squinting and closing with the noise. THOMAS 

looks over at him concerned. THOMAS fires his 

gun. 

10:09:07 INT. BRITISH DUGOUT. NIGHT  

THOMAS in the dugout reading his bird 

encyclopedia.   A moment, before DEREK enters 

the dugout and comes and sits beside him.  

MUSIC OUT 5M06 10:09:33 THOMAS looks up. 

DEREK 

Wasn't much use today, was I? 

THOMAS 
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We've marched miles in the past few weeks, 

you're just tired that's all.   We all are. 

But you're doing brilliantly...head down, push 

on 'til the job's done, remember?   

DEREK 

I'll try Tommy. But every time a shell goes off 

I jump out of my skin. My hands are always 

shaking, my nerves are shot. I don't want to 

die. 

THOMAS 

Just stay close to me, you'll be alright. 

A moment. 

DEREK 

D'you think I'm a coward? 

THOMAS 

No! Don't ever say that. We're all scared, 

every single one of us.  

DEREK 

Maybe you're all more used to it than I am. 

THOMAS 

Sometimes my hands are shaking so much, I have 

to wedge my arm into the sandbags just to fire 

me rifle. There's nothing wrong with being 
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A moment, then almost to himself. 

THOMAS (CONT'D) 

Something so beautiful, in the middle of 

something so ugly. 

 

MUSIC IN  5M07 10:12:08 DEREK is sad. 

DEREK 

Dôyou think it's true what people are saying?  

That the fighting will stop soon?    

THOMAS 

We'll see.  

DEREK 

S'funny innit?  A hundred years from now, none 

of usôll be here... 

He gestures around. 

DEREK (CONT'D) 

And all this, will be ancient history. Wonder 

what people will make of it? 

DEREK gets up and walks away to his own bunk. 

He lays down.    

THOMAS thinks about DEREKôS words.  He takes 

the photo0pw4E0EK is sad







The Passing Bells ï Ep.5 

17 

 

ERICH 

It won't be the home we left if we lose this 

war. There's no food, no jobs...  

MICHAEL 

My wife will be there.  Everything else we can 

just re-build in time. Right now I'd settle for 

sitting in front of a warm fire. 

MUSIC IN  5M08 10:16:33 ERICH smiles back at MICHAEL.  

MICHAEL takes his photos and rolls onto his 

bunk. He looks at them.  

10:16:54 EXT.  BRITISH TRENCHES. DAY 

Early morning. The usual routine as the 

SERGEANT BOND strides through the trench. 

SERGEANT BOND 

MUSIC OUT 5M08 10:16:59 Kaiser Bill's chucked the towel in boys, we've 

got 'em on the run. 

THOMAS 

What's that mean, Sergeant? 

SERGEANT BOND 

Means he's abdicated, they'll be like headless 

chickens now. Be home by Christmas! 

DEREK joins THOMAS. 

DEREK 

Did you hear? 

THOMAS 

I heard. 

DEREK 

So that's it then? 

THOMAS 

Well they haven't told us to start packing up 

to go home yet. 

DEREK 

Yeah but they will do won't they?   

If the Kaiser's gone...that's good isn't it? 

THOMAS looks into DEREK's very excited face, 

loathe to disappoint him. 
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THOMAS 
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10:19:30 EXT. BRITISH TRENCHES. DAY 

The BRITISH SOLDIERS sit along the fire step 

with their first mug of tea of the day.   

THOMAS sits beside DEREK. 

DEREK 

MUSIC OUT 5M09 10:19:33 Monday morning... 

THOMAS 

Ay? 

DEREK  

Looked in my diary this morning and saw it was 

Monday. 

THOMAS 

Damn.  Missed Sunday roast again yesterday. 

DEREK  

Beef and Yorkshire puddings, swimming in gravy. 

A moment. 
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(beat, looks at DEREK) 

Itôs your turn Del. 

THOMAS sees DEREK's expression, senses his 

fear. 

THOMAS 

S'alright, Sergeant, I'll do it...  

SERGEANT BOND 

Dead in line with the next elbow, you should be 

able to pull it back together and tie it. It's 

all quiet over there, but keep your head down 

in case they've got a sniper on watch. 

THOMAS 

Don't worry about that. 

The SERGEANT moves away. 

DEREK 
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ERICH is up on the fire step, looking out over 

No Man's Land. 

10:22:00 EXT. NO MAN'S LAND. WINTER FOG. DAY 

THOMAS crawls into position at the break in the 

wire and begins to fix it.  

MUSIC IN  5M10 10:22:12 
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FIELD OPERATOR  

Take this. Go! 

10:23:16 EXT. NO MAN'S LAND. WINTER FOG. DAY 

MICHAEL and THOMAS fight. 

As MICHAEL reaches for his rifle, THOMAS pulls 

off his bayonet. He thrusts it into MICHAEL. 

Almost in the same moment, MICHAEL has picked 

up his rifle and fired a shot, shooting THOMAS. 

Both BOYS now realise they have been badly 

wounded. 

10:23:36 EXT. BRITISH TRENCHES. WINTER FOG. DAY 

The RUNNER runs excitedly through the trench. 

10:23:38 EXT. NO MAN'S LAND. WINTER FOG. DAY 

Both BOYS now separated fall onto the ground. 

MICHAEL gasps for a breath.  

10:23:45 EXT. BRITISH TRENCHES. WINTER FOG.DAY 

A concerned DEREK looking out over No Man's 

Land. The RUNNER calls out. 

RUNNER 

(shouts) The war is over, Germanyôs surrendered. 

Itôs over! 

Understated celebrations and relief. 

DEREK looks into No Manôs Land for Thomas.  

10:23:53 EXT.  NO MAN'S LAND. WINTER FOG. DAY 

A bird has landed on the barbed wire above 

THOMASô head, he manages to raise his head to 

look at it. 

On MICHAEL, trying to stay awake, he looks up 

at the sky. 

10:24:18 FLASHBACK 

EXT. COUNTRYSIDE. DAY 

A young carefree MICHAEL chases KATIE down the 

hill (we donôt see her). 
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10:24:19 FLASHBACK 

EXT. CHURCH HALL. DAY 

 

MICHAEL comes out of the Church Hall in his new 

army uniform. 

 

10:24:20 FLASHBACK 

INT. HAY BARN. NIGHT 

MICHAEL and KATIE lay on the hay in the barn.  

10:24:20 FLASHBACK 

EXT. OPEN FRENCH ROAD. DAY 

MICHAEL with RUDI...STEFAN...FREDDIE...LANZO. 

10:24:23 FLASHBACK 

EXT. CHURCH HALL. DAY

FLASHB.06 Tm
 0 Tc[( )] TJTJ70.02e
f*
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They look into each otherôs eyes and see the 

same fear. In that exact moment they become 

kindred spirits, in a look they know they are 

no different, they are exactly the same.  

An understanding - neither want to die alone. 

 

They hold on to each other with all the strength 

they still possess and THOMAS Edwards and MICHAEL  

MUSIC OUT 5M10 10:26:09 Lang both die. 

MUSIC IN  5M11 10:26:16 Two blurred red images come into focus as 

poppies. 

A moment. 

Then we see FREDDIE help MICHAEL up. They walk 

off. THOMAS now also walks along with his 

friends. They all walk away together, arm in 

arm, chatting. 
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JOANNA 
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MUSIC OUT 5M12 10:28:13 

 

 

 


