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HELGA and PEARL stand before the board of the EIC. 

STRANGE 
 (to Pearl) 

You witnessed the division of the gun powder and you 
heard its destination. 

HELGA 
On direct instruction of James Delaney himself, sir. 

IN: 10:00:25 EXT. IBBOTSON'S FARM - GUNPOWDER FACTORY - DAY 

The men cover their mouths with scarves. 

IN: 10:00:28 INT. EAST INDIA COMPANY, BOARD ROOM - DAY 

Smiles all round in the board room. Godfrey sits listening. 

STRANGE 
We have Delaney, we have Nootka, we have the China 
trade. 

Sir Stuart laughs whilst he drinks his port. 

IN: 10:00:32 INT TOWER OF LONDON, CELL - DAY 

James is beaten by the guards. 

IN: 10:00:36 INT TOWER OF LONDON, TORTURE CHAMBER - DAY 

James, his head in a sack, is sitting on a chair, laid out to the side is an array of torture 
instruments.   

COOP  
They will walk you along a tight rope. A line between life 
and death.  

JAMES 
I will give you all the information that you request, in 
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IN: 10:00:46 INT TOWER OF LONDON, TORTURE CHAMBER - DAY 

James, is being held down and waterboarded.   

STRANGE (V.O.) 
He is being held in the Tower of London charged with 
treason.   

IN: 10:00:49 EXT. GOLF COURSE - DAY 

CHICHESTER 
No.  

Strange stops and turns, his eyes burning with rage at Chichester.  

CHICHESTER (CONT'D) 
I have another witness.  

IN: 10:00:52 INT. MOLLY HOUSE - BACK ROOM - DAY 

Godfrey is frantically packing, as James sits calmly in his armchair, drinking a 
brandy.  

JAMES 
When my ship is ready, I will send for you. 

GODFREY 
Language 10:00:54 You don't have a bloody ship!  

IN: 10:00:55 EXT LONDON STREETS/ALLEYWAY - DAY 

Lorna finds Temple sitting in front of a shrine to Winter. 

IN: 10:00:57 INT. JAMES DELANEY'S HOUSE - DAY 

Brace is hard at work scrubbing a pot. Perhaps too hard.  He works with a 
feverish intensity in cold water. Lorna enters taking off her coat, filled with her 
news... 

LORNA 
Brace, I spoke to a witness. It wasn't James that killed 
the girl... It was the East India Company. I need to tell 
James.... 

Brace stares at Lorna, tears in his eyes. 

BRACE 
They've got him. 

LORNA 
Where is he? 
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IN: 10:01:03 INT. TOWER OF LONDON, CELL - DAY 

James is in the cell Coop promised with the view over the River Thames, which flows by, not 
caring. 

James is exhausted by the torture, in pain but bandaged. A bottle of wine has been left for him 
but it is untouched. He is sitting at a table with paper, ink and quill. 

Then the cell door is unlocked.  A guard ushers Sir Stuart Strange inside.  Strange looks 
disgusted to be here, furious as hell, 
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IN: 10:03:11 INT JAMES'S CELL - MORNING 

James has been tortured but appears to be placid, in spite of his wounds. As Sir Stuart speaks, 
James writes. 

Scored Music ‘108m04’ out: 10:03:15 

STRANGE 
In those days I always chose boys who had the shadow 
of death on them.   

A pause. 

STRANGE (CONT'D) 
I thought they would be less likely to return. Of course 
they do return. As ghosts. Now I am older... 

JAMES (INTERRUPTING) 
How many boys? How many Company boys did you 
send to crew your private ships? 

Strange speaks with an amused formality. 

STRANGE 
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IN: 10:07:42 INT. WOODEN SHACK - DAY 

Godfrey sits inside a wooden shack. In a corner, holding his satchel 

JAMES (V.O.) 
…how you concealed… 

IN: 10:07:45 INT JAMES'S CELL - MORNING 

Back in the cell. 

JAMES 
…your ownership of this ship and its cargo…. By 
committing treason.  
So that's one living witness… 

IN: 10:08:01 INT. WOODEN SHACK - DAY 

On Godfrey. 

JAMES (V.O.) 
… and one account from an East India Company Clerk 
prepared to give information… 

IN: 10:08:07 INT. JAMES'S CELL - MORNING 

Back in the cell. 

JAMES (V.O.) 
…heard under a raised hand. 

James raises his hand.    

A pause.  

James folds his account and pushes it back towards Strange. 

JAMES (CONT'D) 
Keep it. I remember it all.  
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IN: 10:08:40 EXT. TOWER OF LONDON FROM ACROSS A MISTY THAMES - MORNING 

Robert stands outside the tower. We stay with Robert for a moment.  Then the church bell chimes 
eight and Robert takes it as his cue to hurry away... 

IN: 10:08:43 INT. CHAMBER HOUSE. LANDING AND HALLWAY - MORNING 

The grandfather clock chimes inside the house. 

Lorna is running down the stairs 

LORNA 
Brace? I'm going out. I need to see someone. 

IN: 10:08:50 INT. CHAMBER HOUSE ATTIC -
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Then we find Cholmondeley himself, sleeping on the floor beside the bed where the woman is 
sleeping.   

Scored Music ‘108m05’ out: 10:09:30 

ROBERT (O.S.) 
Mr. Cholmondeley? Mr. Cholmondeley?  I have a 
message for you. Sir. 

Robert bursts through the door. 

ROBERT  
Mr. Cholmondeley? I have a message for you. Sir.  
From Mr Delaney… 

Cholmondeley opens his eyes but doesn’t move.  He reacts to a terrible pain in his head, the 
result of various chemicals. 
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STRANGE 
Wilton!! Pettifer!! 

IN: 10:10:18 INT. SIR STUART STRANGE'S OFFICE - DAY 

The office is empty.  Strange enters quickly, take off his coat, trips over it as he tries to lie it on a 
chair. 

SIR STUART 
Language 10:10:23  Ah, Fuck it! 

Scored Music ‘108m06’ out: 10:10:30 

A man at the end of a rope capable of anything. 

Wilton and Pettifer then enter at a trot as Sir Stuart sits at his desk, taking out his pocket watch. 

As they enter they try to read Sir Stuart's face but he has no expression.  

SIR STUART 
Gentlemen, there are things I need you to do. 

IN: 10:10:40 EXT. GROUNDS OF MODEST SUBURBAN HOUSE - DAY 

We see Pearl, kissing an EIC soldier whilst playing PALL MALL in the garden. 

PEARL 
Are you going to teach me then? 

SOLDIER 
Yeah… Go on… Go on, hit the ball. Swing for it then. 
You’re not holding it tight enough! 

We see Pettifer coming towards them.  He grabs the hammer from Pearl. 

PETTIFER 
Where's the other one?  

The soldier quickly runs to pick up his rifle from the ground. 

SOLDIER 
Sorry sir… 

Pearl gestures toward a nearby stand of trees... 

PEARL  
She don't speak. She's in mourning.  

PETTIFER 
Fetch her.  

The soldier goes off toward Helga. Pettifer addresses Pearl... 
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PETTIFER (CONT'D) 
I've had a coach drawn up. You ladies are going on a 
tour of the grounds. At the point of a bayonet if 
necessary.  

In the near distance we see Helga resisting the soldier. Pettifer calls out... 

PETTIFER (CONT’D) 
Bring her! 

SOLDIER 
Come on! 

HELGA 
I want to know where you’re taking us? 

Scored Music ‘108m07’ In: 10:11:11 

Pettifer takes a pistol out of the carriage and holds it aloft. 

PETTIFER 
In!  

The women are loaded into the carriage. 

PETTIFER 
 (shouts) 

Go! 

The carriage drives off. 

IN: 10:11:34 INT. HOLDING ROOM - TOWER OF LONDON - DAY 

Coop and several Attorneys are waiting in a secure room which has a long oak table. 

IN: 10:11:38 INT. JAMES'S CELL - DAY 

James is sitting on a wooden bench with a hood over his face. 

JAMES 
(in Ashanti) 

IT IS PRODUCTION’S INTENT NOT TO SUBTITLE TRANSLATION:  I will gain revenge on 
those who stole my body.  

IN: 10:11:48 INT. HOLDING ROOM - TOWER OF LONDON - DAY 

A guard walks down a corridor. 

IN: 10:11:51 INT. HOLDING ROOM - TOWER OF LONDON - DAY 

We see Coop and several Attorneys waiting in the secure room. 
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IN: 10:11:53 INT. 
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Atticus now points his gun at Pettifer... 

Atticus speaks only to Helga. 

ATTICUS 
In truth, your beloved child was killed for a greater 
purpose. Isn't that right Mr. Pettifer? 

Pettifer begins to sense betrayal. He speaks quickly... 

PETTIFER 
There is an agreement in place between my master and 
yours.  

ATTICUS 
Indeed there is. 

Scored Music ‘108m07b’ out: 10:14:03 

Atticus fires and shoots Pettifer dead. Helga is frozen.  

ATTICUS (CONT'D) 
Get in. 
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A pause. He glances at the sheet of paper that James gave him in the tower. 

STRANGE (CONT'D) 
Enough for a crew of fifteen for a two month journey. 

A pause.  Wilton knows Strange is a powder keg but some questions he must ask. 

WILTON 
Err, for what reason Sir? 



UK TX Post Production Script February 2017 

Taboo, Episode 8 script page:  19 

STRANGE (CONT'D) 
Language 10:15:54 Just fuck off! Will you? 

Scored Music ‘108m09’ In: 10:15:56 

Sir Stuart looks at the time on his pocket watch and taps it on the desk. 

IN: 10:16:06 EXT. CARRIAGE/CROSS ROADS - DAY 

The carriage slows and pulls up next to an unmarked carriage, which is parked at the crossroads.  

Atticus dismounts from his horse, as does French Bill. 

ATTICUS 
Come on… Out. We need to burn this.  

Atticus opens the carriage door and Helga and Pearl get out. 

HELGA  
Atticus, I want an explanation... 

A voice from the second carriage interrupts this tension...  
Scored Music ‘108m09’ out: 10:16:30 

LORNA  
Helga get in!  Come on! 

Helga and Pearl turn and see Lorna and Temple sitting in the carriage.   Helga gets in. 

IN: 10:16:37 INT. CARRIAGE - DAY 

Lorna and Temple sit side by side. When Helga and Pearl get in, Lorna gives Temple a 
reassuring hug...  

LORNA 
It’s alright. You have nothing to fear...  

Temple looks down at his lap. He is clearly frightened.  Outside we hear the din of the horse 
exchange...  

HELGA 
What? 

Helga stares at him, intense.  Temple clams up. Lorna starts herself. 

LORNA 
Temple was on the foreshore.  He saw James sleeping, 
in the mud and Winter lay down beside him.  

Helga switches her gaze from Lorna, back to Temple. 
 

Scored Music ‘108m10’ In: 10:16:51 
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LORNA (CONT'D) 
 (speeding up) 

He then saw a man arrive in a boat … 
(to Temple) 

"moving 
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We can see this name has shaken her...  

MUSGROVE 
And you have samples? 

LORNA 
Indeed… 
Perhaps I could show you in person how to apply it for 
best advantage. 

There is apparent seduction in Lorna's eyes and Musgrove pretends to be seduced. 

Musgrove smiles at Lorna. 

MUSGROVE 
Ladies… I will be back before the sandwiches! 

Countess Musgrove heads toward the door and Lorna follows. Lady Littlewood whispers.... 

LADY LITTLEWOOD 
How dull life was before Musgrove. 

IN: 10:20:51 INT MUSGROVE'S HOUSE - DAY 

Musgrove is angry, walking fast behind Lorna. Musgrove quickly shuts the door behind them and 
we see her remove a hidden knife from her sleeve. 

Suddenly Musgrove pushes Lorna up against the wall and holds the knife at Lorna’s throat. 

MUSGROVE 
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IN: 10:22:10 INT. SIR STUART STRANGE'S OFFICE - DAY 

Strange is at his desk, spinning his pocket watch as time ticks by. 

IN: 10:22:17 INT. TOWER OF LONDON, CELL - DAY 

James hears a voice singing from outside on the foreshore.  
Singing ‘Oranges and Lemons’ In: 10:22:05 

ROBERT (OS) 
'Oranges and lemons say the bells of St. Clements... 
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COOP 
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IN: 10:26:03 INT. PRINCE REGENT'S PALACE, WINTER DINING ROOM - DAY 

Coop enters the room to find the Prince getting his portrait sketched.  

REGENT (OS) 
So… 

IN: 10:26:11 EXT. TOWER OF LONDON - DAY 

James hands Robert a letter.   

JAMES 
This is the last one. 

ROBERT 
Yes Sir.  

IN: 10:26:15 INT. PRINCE REGENT'S PALACE, WINTER DINING ROOM - DAY 

Coop knows this is going to be the hardest confrontation of his life and he is prepared.  He knows 
he must simply grit his teeth and try to sail through the hurricane. He also knows he is more likely 
to hang than succeed. 

Scored Music ‘108m15’ out: 10:26:17 

PRINCE REGENT 
I hear the case is altered. 

COOP 
Indeed your Majesty. We have to release Delaney.  

A pause.  That the Prince knows something is awry already is neither help nor hindrance to Coop. 

 
Singing ‘Yankee Doodle’ In: 10:26:23 out: 10:26:41 

IN: 10:26:22 
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ROBERT 
From Mister Delaney. 

Chichester 
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recklessness please, keep some part of my soul inside 
your own…  

James is shocked.  He takes off his hat and puts the letter down. 
Scored Music ‘108m18’ out: 10:29:09 

IN: 10:29:10 EXT. CHAMBER HOUSE - DAY 

We hold as some people pass by. Normal people having a normal day. Lorna comes flying 
through them. Adrenalin filled, a mixture of anger, relief and triumph. She bustles through the 
gate and up the steps. 

IN: 10:29:18 INT. CHAMBER HOUSE DRAWING ROOM - DAY 

Lorna comes running in holding a letter.  

LORNA 
James! James! I have it. I have the safe passage.  It 
damn near killed me. What are you doing? We should be 
leaving. 

Lorna gathers her breath, but she notices James is not responding.  

Lorna looks at him, cross. Needing some recognition, if not gratitude, for all she has been 
through. James remains silent. Beyond his usual taciturn silence. A desolation.  

Then she realises something is wrong.  

Lorna sees the note, takes it up and starts to read it. Then looks back at him immediately. Her 
heart is going out to him but she doesn't know how to show it.  

She finishes the note. Looks at him, adrift in her own inability to help.  
Scored Music ‘108m18b’ In: 10:29:57 

JAMES 
If she were dead I would know it.  I would hear her and I 
would feel it. As if there were a door open in this very 
house.  

As Lorna looks down at the note. We see that she believes it to be true.  

LORNA 
Oh James...  

JAMES 
No...No… 

James with tears in his eyes smiles faintly up at her, hoping against hope.  

IN: 10:30:17 EXT. RIVER THAMES – FLASHBACK TO THE MORNING 

Zilpha jumping off the bridge and down into the water. 
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LORNA (CONT'D) 
The tide ebbs she'll still be gone. The tide won't bring her 
back.  

A pause.  

LORNA (CONT'D) 
Language 10:31:42 You know we could just sit here in these rotting chairs in 

this shitty house…. 

She sighs. James is not responding to the direct approach.  

LORNA (CONT'D) 
And die, like rats, like your father.  
 (trying a softer approach) 
We ought to go to Nootka.  

At this there is the briefest flicker of life in James' face. He is struggling with his emotions, unable 
to believe that Zilpha is dead. Lorna knows his death wish and she is using it.  

LORNA (CONT'D) 
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CHICHESTER 
Let me through. 

IN: 10:33:13 INT. SIR STUART STRANGE'S OFFICE - DAY 
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He lays out a document for James to look at. James doesn't look down. Dumbarton urges him to 
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JAMES 
 (as he slowly stands) 
No. 

DUMBARTON 
No one in this city has only one master.  

JAMES 
Pen...  

James quick as a flash grabs Dumbarton's head and smashes it down on the table.   

JAMES 
I do. 

James drags Dumbarton across the room. 

Dumbarton is coming round. James tips the laudanum into his mouth, he splutters. James goes 
and gets a vat of blue dye and carries it towards Dumbarton.  He then put his head into it, face 
down. We see the bubbles rising.  

Then the bubbles stop.  

James pats Dumbarton’s back as he stands and stares out of the window.  James is sensing 
something… 

IN: 10:38:16 FLASHCUT: ZILPHA IN THE WATER. 

ZILPHA (V.O.) 
James… You came back. You told me you loved me. 

JAMES 
My sister… 

IN: 10:38:29 FLASHCUT: ZILPHA KISSING JAMES UNDER WATER. ZILPHER FLOATING DEEPER 
DOWN WITH HER EYES OPEN. 

ZILPHA (V.O.) 
James.  You shall see me again. 

IN: 10:38:38 FLASHCUT: ZILPHA IN THE WATER. 

James is leaving, slowly he climbs the stairs. 

Dumbarton has now been hung up, his stomach area cut open and his arms out as if crucified, 
amongst his flags. 

IN: 10:39:07 EXT. ST. BARTS - DAY 

James leaves the hospital. 
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Scored Music ‘108m22’ In: 10:40:21 
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COOP 
And what did God say? 

The Prince takes a moment... 

PRINCE REGENT 
Conversations between Monarchs and God are 
private… 

The Prince smiles... 
Scored Music ‘108m23’ In: 10:41:08 
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JAMES 
So, charges? 

ATTICUS 
Language 10:42:43 Yeah. Yeah. The chemist. Oh he's a nightmare, Cole will 

kill him with his own cock, if he's not shot today. 

JAMES 
Can't kill him. 

ATTICUS 
Why? 
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JAMES 
Brace you have always being my father's man, in my 
fathers world. We’re headed to my mother's now.  

Brace holds James’ gaze his eyes swimming, trembling slightly.  

BRACE 
James, tell me this too is mercy. I'm an old man, I would 
never survive. Tell me that's the reason? 

A pause. Ultimately James is cruel.  

JAMES 
Brace, you were not born for freedom. You wouldn't 
know what to do with it. It would torture you. Now go 
home, Everything belongs to you now.   

Brace is about to speak Robert skids round the corner.  

ROBERT 
The soldiers are here!  

JAMES 
Atticus!  Bill! 
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IN: 10:44:16 EXT. DOCK TUNNEL TILBURY - 
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GUARD (OS) 
Men, regroup. 

On Lorna. 

James and his men run back behind the barricade
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Helga realizes she has dropped her gun. 

HELGA 
Wait… 
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IN: 10:50:08 INT. STUART STRANGE'S OFFICE - DAY 

Sir Stuart enters and takes a big breath of relief as he sees a leather tube on his desk. A clerk 
enters. 

STRANGE  
Aha… My final ace… 

CLERK 
Still no word from Wilton or Pettifer Sir. 

STRANGE  
Ah. Perhaps they left early for the weekend. 

Strange looks up and smiles. 

STRANGE (CONT'D) 
As will I, I think. How did this get here? 

The clerk is about to leave but Strange picks up the address label. 

CLERK 
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IN: 10:50:57 EXT. CHAMBER HOUSE 

Establisher. 

IN: 10:51:04 INT CHAMBER HOUSE - DAY 

We hear the front door opening and then closing. 

CHICHESTER 
Hello? 

Chichester appears in the hallway, looking around.  There is no answer from anyone in the 
house.  He heads into the drawing room where he sees Brace sitting. 

Scored Music ‘108m29’ In: 10:51:21 

CHICHESTER 
Forgive me, the door was open. 

Brace doesn't respond. 

CHICHESTER (CONT'D) 
I just received a note.   

Still, Brace says nothing.  Chichester walks slowly towards him. 

CHICHESTER (CONT'D) 
Mr. Delaney said he had left his account of the sinking of 
the Cornwallis. And the account of the East India clerk, 
Godfrey. 

A pause.  The dog at Brace’s feet whines. 

CHICHESTER (CONT'D) 
It said I would find it in his room. 

At last Brace nods. 

CHICHESTER (CONT'D) 
Which one is his room? 

BRACE 
His room is the attic. The one looking out to the river. 

Brace finally turns to look at Chichester, who nods at him before turning and climbing the stairs to 
the attic room. 

Brace with tears in his eyes looks down at the dog. 

BRACE 
Hey…. 

Brace chuckles and starts to pet the dog. 
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IN: 10:52:23 INT. STAIRS/JAMES'S ATTIC ROOM - DAY 

Chichester runs up the stairs. 

IN: 10:52:28 INT. CHAMBER HOUSE - DAY 

Brace strokes the dog as it jumps up on his knee, licking his new master’s face. 

IN: 10:52:35 INT. JAMES'S ATTIC ROOM - DAY 

All is as James left it.  Chichester enters and finds two hand written accounts isolated on the 
desk.  He goes to the desk and reads the cover.... 

Scored Music ‘108m24’ out: 10:52:41 

'I James Keziah Delaney do declare that the following statement reports a true account of the 
events leading up to the sinking of The East India Company ship The Cornwallis…' 
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Scored Music ‘108m31’ out: 10:56:13 
Scored Music ‘End titles’ In: 10:56:12 

IN: 10:56:13
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B Camera Operator  CHRISTOPHER BAIN 
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Video Operator  PACU TRAUTVETTER 
2nd Unit Director  TIM BRICKNELL  

2nd Unit Director of Photography  CARLOS DE CARVALHO 
Underwater Director of Photography  MARK SILK 

   
Key Grip  JAMES PHILPOTT 

B Camera Grip  JAC HOPKINS 
   

Gaffer  BRANDON EVANS 
Best Boy  PETER DAVIES  

Standby Rigger  JAY BURR  
Genny Operator  ALAN MILLAR 

Electricians  DALE EVANS 
  ANDREW GREEN 

CARD 5 
Supervising Art Director  LUCIENNE SUREN 

Art Director  JOS RICHARDSON 
Standby Art Director  SUSIE BATY  

Graphic Designer  DANIEL BURKE  
Assistant Graphic Designer  CHRIS MELGRAM 

Art Department Assistant  HARRIET CLARIDGE 
   

Set Decorator  MIKE BRITTON
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Post Production Coordinator 
Post Production Paperwork 
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The producers would like to give an assurance that 

no animals were harmed in the making of this programme  
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Hair Designer  JAN ARCHIBALD 

   
Make Up & Prosthetics Designer  ERIKA OKVIST 
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Production Sound Mixer  FRASER BARBER 

   
First Assistant Director  OLLY ROBINSON 

 
CARD 14 

Casting by  NINA GOLD 
LAUREN EVANS 

   
Line Producer  TORI PARRY 

   
Composer  MAX RICHTER 

   
Editor  KATIE WEILAND    

   
Production Designer  SONJA KLAUS 

   
Director of Photography  MARK PATTEN 
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