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OA INT. BOBBI®"S HOUSE, SANDYMOUNT, DUBLIN. EVENING. SD10. OA

FRANCES and BOBBI chat as they get ready. Frances is wearing
a light summer dress with a low cut back and i1s putting on
some make up and fixing her hair - she tried pulling i1t back,
then letting fall.

FRANCES
Up or down?

BOBBI
I don”t know. What kind of effect
are you going for?

FRANCES
I’m not going for an effect.

BOBBI
In that case, down.

FRANCES
Thanks.

0B EXT. BOBBI”S HOUSE, SANDYMOUNT, DUBLIN. EVENING. SD10. 0B

FRANCES walks out of the house carrying a bottle of wine she
picked up In a shop on the way.

BOBBI exits quickly. Bobbi is wearing a cut off T-shirt and
black jeans. She is carrying a small wrapped present.

BOBBI
We are going to be so late.

FRANCES
You say that like i1t’s my fault.

BOBBI
It is your fault.

FRANCES
How?

They walk off together.

oC EXT. DART STATION, MONKSTOWN. EVENING. SD10. oC
FRANCES and BOBBI leave the DART station, Bobbi carrying her
gift, Frances carrying some wine..

1 EXT. NICK AND MELISSA”S HOUSE, MONKSTOWN. DUSK. SD10. 1
BOBBI and FRANCES are walking toward Melissa and Nick’s

house. Bobbi i1s In a good mood. She has a definite spring in
her step. She has the wrapped present in her hands.
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FRANCES
I can’t believe you got her a
present.

BOBBI
Why?
(shrugs)
You brought wine.

FRANCES
Yeah, but that doesn’t count.

Bobbi smiles at this. They’ve arrived at the door and Bobbi
rings the bell.

The sounds of people within. The door is opened by JIM,
Nick’s brother-in-law.

JIM
Welcome!

BOBBI
Hi -

JIM

HiI - Come 1In -

BOBBI
Thanks.
(once past him)
Whoever you are.

Frances and Bobbi go inside. The sounds of a lively party.
Nice music and voices.

INT. KITCHEN, NICK AND MELISSA”S HOUSE. CONTINUOUS. SD10. 2

BOBBI and FRANCES have made their way into the open-plan
kitchen. The space is populated by an eclectic mix of people.
The doors to the garden are open and there are people there
as well. They are spotted quickly by MELISSA who makes her
way over to them. She had been with her friends, DEREK and
EVELYN.

MEL ISSA
You’re here! So good to see you.

She hugs Bobbi, kissing cheeks.

MELISSA (CONT”D)
Hi1 Frances.

They have a quick hug.

FRANCES
Happy birthday.



Conversations with Friends Ep2 29.05.21 3.

MEL ISSA
Thank you! You guys look great.

BOBBI
You look great.

MEL ISSA
We all look great.
(she laughs)
Come on, we’ll get you drinks and
introduce you to people.

Melissa leads off and they follow. Bobbi is thrilled - she
catches Frances” eye and smiles at her.

INT. SITTING ROOM, NICK AND MELISSA”S HOUSE. A LITTLE LATER3
SD10.

FRANCES, BOBBI and MELISSA are part of a group and engaging,
in particular, with a man in his mid forties. This 1is
BRENDAN.

Bobbi and Melissa are close together and enjoying each
other’s conversation. Frances is quiet. She can see how well
Bobbi and Melissa are getting on. Frances is also looking
around to see where Nick might be.

BRENDAN
I was a stand-up back in the day.
BOBBI
Why did you stop? Did you run out
of jokes?
BRENDAN

No. 1 got married. After which
nothing seem very funny.

BOBBI
And do you miss 1t?

BRENDAN
Definitely not.

MEL ISSA
He”’s a barrister now. Which is also
a type of clowning when you think
about it.

This amuses Bobbi. She and Melissa are enjoying each other.
Frances can see this. Frances looks about again and wants to
leave the conversation. She indicates to Bobbi that she is
going to get another drink.
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FRANCES
(to Bobbi, holding up an
empty glass)
Drink.

Bobbi nods and Frances slips away. The conversation between
Brendan, Melissa and Bobbi continues.

INT. KITCHEN, NICK AND MELISSA”S HOUSE. MOMENTS LATER. SD104
FRANCES i1s i1n the kitchen. People mill about. Music plays.
She makes herself a gin and tonic and looks around. She moves
out towards the hallway.

INT. NICK AND MELISSA”S HOUSE, MONKSTOWN. LATER. SD10. 3
FRANCES wanders, poking around the house.

She stops, looking into what she presumes is Melissa’s home
office and writing room; iInterested in this space. The
particularity of Melissa’s set up.

INT/EXT. KITCHEN, NICK AND MELISSA”S HOUSE. NIGHT. SD10. 6
FRANCES i1s now heading towards the garden. As she i1s exiting
from the kitchen she passes NICK who #s on his way in talking

with a couple of people. He spots her and smiles. He might be
slightly drunk. 1t gives him a glow.

NICK
Frances.
FRANCES
(smiling)
Hi.
NICK

Nice to see you.

FRANCES
You too.

They are both smiling - then from inside the house, a voice
calls to him. Nick gestures -

NICK
1°’d better -

FRANCES
Sure.

Frances goes out to the garden. There are people here too.
She stands a moment and then looks back into the house.
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EXT. GARDEN, NICK AND MELISSA®"S HOUSE. NIGHT. SD10. 7

It is fully night time now. FRANCES is with DEREK (30s) and
another MAN (30s); Derek’s a bit drunk, talking animatedly
about wind-surfing.

BOBBI joins and Frances politely turns away. Derek keeps
talking to the other man.

BOBBI
(discreetly)
Do you need rescuing?

FRANCES
No. How are things inside?

BOBBI
Funny.
(she’s leaving)
Join us when you’re ready.

FRANCES
Sure.

Frances stays and refocuses on the conversation.

INT. BATHROOM, NICK AND MELISSA”S HOUSE. NIGHT. SD10. 8
FRANCES i1s i1n the upstairs bathroom. She is washing her
hands. She dries them. She sees her reflection in the mirror.
INT. HALLWAY, NICK AND MELISSA”S HOUSE. NIGHT. SD10. 9
FRANCES exits the bathroom. The sound of the party still
heard but she i1s alone in the hallway. She sees a door ajar
and goes towards 1i1t.

INT. NICK”S ROOM, NICK AND MELISSA”S HOUSE. NIGHT. spio. 10
The open door to a bedroom. FRANCES has arrived and sees in.

Over by the window she sees NICK. He’s smoking a joint alone.
He 1s holding a beer as well. She stands there unsure and

then -
FRANCES
Hi.
He turns towards her.
NICK
Hey.
FRANCES

Sorry - 1 didn’t mean to -






She moves aside one of the shoulder straps of her dress. He
moves the bottle to her collar bone. A drop of condensation
rolls down her skin.

FRANCES (CONT’D)
That’s so good.

NICK
Is 1t?

FRANCES
Yes.

She leans forward and kisses him. His hand touches her waist.
The kiss might consume them both but he then draws away. A
breathlessness holds. They are still desperately close. He
looks down.

NICK
Frances.

FRANCES
Sorry.

NICK
It’s just -

FRANCES
1”11 go.

Frances leaves, trying to put a face together as she does so.
Nick 1s left stoned and confused at what has just happened.

11 INT. KITCHEN, NICK AND MELISSA”S HOUSE. NIGHT. SD10. 11

FRANCES i1s i1n the kitchen. Her heart is beating quickly. She
pours herself a drink and takes a big hit, then breathes
deeply.

Frances looks across the room and sees MELISSA laughing with
a group of friends, telling a story animatedly. She’s
smiling and looks happy, glowing.

11A INT. NICK AND MELISSA’S HOUSE. A LITTLE LATER. SD10. 11A

FRANCES i1s moving through the party, aware of being a little
drunk, not knowing quite what to do with herself. She i1s half
dTchen. Her heart 1 ing to p4mr hOts 1e9rt to dopdhaltemHfDwu2rdopHTDv
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MEL ISSA
Frances! Are you having a good
time?

FRANCES

I am. Thank you. Again.

MEL ISSA
I was just going to grab a smoke if
you want to join -

FRANCES
Um, no thanks - I don’t...l1 was
just looking for Bobbi actually.
MELISSA
Sure - 1 think I saw her iIn the
kitchen -
FRANCES

Thanks. 1’11 see you in a bit.

Melissa moves to go outside. FRANCES is very still.

INT. NICK AND MELISSA”S KITCHEN. NIGHT. SD10. 12

FRANCES finds BOBBI who i1s thoroughly enjoying herself with a
small group of people. Frances is still In a little shock
over what has just happened.

FRANCES
Hey -

BOBBI
Hey, where’ve you been?

FRANCES
I was just...

She thinks for a moment - she might tell Bobbi what just
happened with Nick. Then:

FRANCES (CONT’D)
I’m going to head home.

BOBBI
Really?

FRANCES
My train’s in the morning...

BOBBI
Okay. 1°m going to stick around.

FRANCES
Enjoy.
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BOBBI
1”11 call you.

FRANCES
Night.

Frances walks away. Bobbi briefly glances at Frances” exit.
She i1s probably a little annoyed at how distant Frances has
been, but not annoyed enough to challenge that behaviour.
Bobbi turns back to the party.

INT. DART. - NIGHT SD10 13
FRANCES sits on the DART. Cant quite believe what just
happened with Nick.

INT. FRANCES® APARTMENT, DUBLIN. MORNING. SD11. 14

FRANCES i1s lying in her bed, awake.

INT. PHARMACY, DUBLIN. MORNING. SD11 14A
FRANCES i1s in the PHARMACY picking up a few things. She has a
small overnight bag with her.

EXT. HEUSTON STATION, DUBLIN. MORNING. SD11. 15
FRANCES i1s entering a big railway station by the river with
her overnight bag.

INT. TRAIN. MORNING. SD11. 16

FRANCES i1s on a train travelling across the country. There 1is
a manuscript from her work on the table In front of her that
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PAULA
You’re alive.

FRANCES
Hello.

PAULA

I was half afraid 1 wouldn’t
recognise you.

FRANCES
You’re looking well.

PAULA
Am 1? Get in.

Frances goes around to the passenger side and gets iIn. They
drive off. Frances checks her phone - nothing.

INT. CAR. DAY. SD11. 19

FRANCES and PAULA are driving through the town on the way to
Paula’s house.

Frances smiles at her mother who smiles back at her.

Frances then looks out at the passing town.

EXT. GARDEN, PAULA”S HOUSE. LATE AFTERNOON. SD11. 20

FRANCES and PAULA are iIn the back garden of Paula’s tidy
house. They are drinking white wine together. Paula is
coaxing information out of her daughter. Frances is a little
hungover still and less than forthcoming.

PAULA
So tell us more about the job.

FRANCES
It’s barely a job.

PAULA
What is it then?

FRANCES
It’s part time. That’s all.

This tone from Frances slightly annoys Paula.

PAULA
Doing what?

FRANCES
Reading.



PAULA
They pay you to read?

FRANCES
That’s right.

Frances doesn’t elaborate.

PAULA
Frances. 1°m just trying to show
interest here.

FRANCES
Yeah, 1 know.

They’re quiet for a moment.

PAULA
How’”s Bobbi getting on?

FRANCES
She’s fine.

PAULA
Has she got a job lined up?

FRANCES
She’s volunteering. Teaching
English.

PAULA
Well, good for her.

Frances looks down at her arms in the bright sun. She rubs a



21

22

Frances goes inside to the house to get sun cream. Paula
stays sitting.

INT. KITCHEN, PAULA”S HOUSE. DAY. SD11. 21

FRANCES i1s applying sun cream to her arms and to her neck. As
she does this she looks out at Paula who is sitting In the
sun with her eyes closed.

Frances wipes her hands and takes out her phone, checks for
messages. Nothing new from Nick.

INT. KITCHEN/DINING ROOM PAULA”S HOUSE. EVENING. SD11. 22

FRANCES and PAULA are at a small dinner table eating. Frances
rubs her head lightly.

PAULA
Your hangover still at you?

FRANCES
I wasn’t hungover?

Paula gives her a look. Frances smiles a little.

FRANCES (CONT’D)
We were at a birthday party last
night.

PAULA
Whose?

FRANCES
Our friend Melissa.

PAULA
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Frances picks up her phone to google a picture of Nick.

FRANCES (CONT’D)
You’d know his face anyway.

Frances passes her phone to her mother.

PAULA
Oh yeah. Christ, he’s handsome.

FRANCES
He”’s nice actually. Down to earth.
Their house Is amazing.

PAULA
Where is 1t?

FRANCES
Monkstown. Just up from the sea-
front.

PAULA

That’s not like you to get carried
away by posh houses.

FRANCES
I wasn’t getting carried away.

Paula gives her a look.

FRANCES (CONT’D)
I was just telling you what 1
thought of i1t.

PAULA
I see.

Frances i1s a little annoyed.

INT. KITCHEN/DINING ROOM, PAULA”S HOUSE. EVENING. SD11. 23

PAULA and FRANCES have cleared up after her dinner. Frances
is putting her summer jacket on. She looks tired and a little
tense.

FRANCES
1’m off.

Frances kisses her mother.

PAULA
Take care on the road.

FRANCES
I will.
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EXT. BALLINASCAUL TOWN. EVENING. SD11. 24

In the fading evening light, FRANCES walks through the town
towards her father’s house. The sun is setting and Frances is
not really in much of a hurry. She passes the river and its
welr. She halts. It is clear that she i1s tense. She can feel
a headache coming on and she presses her hand to her temple.
A passing woman looks at her. There i1Is a strangeness to
Frances” behaviour here. She becomes aware and presses on.

She finally reaches her father’s place. It is a respectable,
house on the edge of town. She approaches the front door.
Frances tries the bell and she waits. There is no answer. She
tries again and then turns the handle and the door opens. She
steps inside.

INT. HALLWAY, DENNIS” HOUSE, BALLINASCAUL. EVENING. SD11. 25

The hallway i1s nondescript. Carpet tiles on the floor and
magnolia colouring. It i1s not particularly tidy. A bicycle
clutters 1t.

FRANCES
Dad?

Frances sees a family photo hanging on the wall. It shows
Frances aged 4 with her parents on holiday iIn Spain. Four
year old Frances wears a yellow t-shirt that says BE HAPPY.
Frances continues down the hall.

FRANCES (CONT”D)
Hello?!

The sound of a television playing elsewhere can be heard. Her
Father, DENNIS, appears iIn the doorway to the kitchen. He is
a man of 56, impressive, 1If a little weathered looking.

DENNIS
Frances.

FRANCES
Hi.

DENNIS

I wasn’t expecting you.

FRANCES
I only arrived down today. Sorry. 1
should have rung.

DENNIS
I’m about to eat. Come in.
(leading the way)
I didn’t quite hear the door. The
telly inside i1s on.
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FRANCES
You’re fine.

She follows after him.

INT. KITCHEN, DENNIS” HOUSE, BALLINASCAUL. EVENING. SD11. 26

The kitchen i1s untidy. The sink filled with dishes and a
dustbin that’s beginning to spill over. It i1s how DENNIS
lives. He i1s taking a ready meal out of the microwave.
FRANCES 1is still standing and has her jacket on.

DENNIS
This 1s how my weekend goes. I
throw something into the micro.

FRANCES
You could do worse.

DENNIS

It’s handy. That’s all. Do you want
a beer?

FRANCES
I’m grand.

DENNIS
Or there’s wine there as well.

FRANCES
I’m fine.

Dennis has opened a beer for himself. They are both still
standing.

DENNIS
Any news from Dublin?

FRANCES
Megan’s moved out.

DENNIS
How did she leave the place?

FRANCES
Fine. She was very quiet.

DENNIS
We” 1l have to get someone iIn to
replace her.

FRANCES
1’11 start looking when 1 get back.

DENNIS
You’re fine. No great rush.



She pauses.

FRANCES
1’1l be staying on. 1’1l be working
in Dublin this summer.

DENNIS
I presumed as much.

Frances sits with her body angled away from the table. She
still has her jacket on. She watches her dad put his food
onto a plate. He’d probably eat from the carton If she were
not there. She then stands and takes her jacket off and hangs
it on the back of her chair.

DENNIS (CONT’D)
How’s your mother?

FRANCES
She’s well.

The television still plays In the empty sitting room next
door. The door to it i1s wide open.

FRANCES goes to the counter and switches the kettle on. She
starts moving dishes from the sink In readiness for washing.
The sound of sport on the television catches Dennis’
attention. He is anxious to see the game.

FRANCES (CONT”D)
Go In and watch it 1f you want.

DENNIS
1’1l dry those when you’re done.

Dennis moves Into the television room. Frances has continued
the tidy up. GAA commentary can be heard clearly. Dennis sits
on his armchair. He is visible to Frances from here. His back
to her.

Frances looks a little dismayed at the state of things. She
wipes and clears the clutter and ties up the rubbish sacks.

She fills the sink with hot water from the kettle to wash the
pots and plates. The sound of sport from the next room
continues. She can see her dad sitting on his chair; watching
the game and drinking a can. She looks down iInto the steaming
water and then very deliberately lowers her hands into i1t.
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INT. SITTING ROOM, DENNIS” HOUSE, BALLINASCAUL. LATE EVENINS.
SD11.

The dishes are done. FRANCES goes and sits with DENNIS who is
still watching the match, beer 1In hand. She perches on the
couch for a minute.

Beat.
FRANCES
I’m away.
DENNIS
Are you?
(rising)

I haven’t been much company.
He comes to the door of the room.

FRANCES
Those bins need taking out.

DENNIS
1’1l see to them now. Are you
alright for money by the way?

FRANCES
I think so. Yeah.

DENNIS
I can lodge a bit extra i1f you
want.

FRANCES
I1’ve work lined up so 1 should be
fine.

DENNIS

There’s no problem. 1’11 lodge it
to your account tonight.

FRANCES
Thanks.

DENNIS
See you soO.

FRANCES
Bye.

She goes. Her father feels that he’s failed iIn this exchange
somehow and this cuts Into him.
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EXT. RIVERSIDE, BALLINASCAUL. LATE EVENING. SD11. 29

FRANCES i1s walking home from Dennis’ house and has stopped by
the river. She watches the broiling tumult of the water
falling through the weir in the fading light.

INT. PAULA®S HOUSE. NIGHT. SD11. 30
FRANCES has returned home. PAULA is on the sofa watching a

current affairs program on TV. Frances sits down beside her
mother.

PAULA
How was that?
FRANCES
Yeah. What are we watching?
PAULA
Question time.
FRANCES
Anyone interesting on?
PAULA
No one | recognise. I used love

this program. Now it’s all just
nonentities shouting at one
another. Pitiful really.

Frances” phone has beeped and she looks at it. It is a
message from Nick.

Nick: hi frances, 1’m really sorry about last night. it was
really stupid of me to do that.

She doesn’t immediately reply.
A brief moment and then types.
Frances: My fault for kissing you.

She places her phone aside and a replyick.
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Frances: Do you often kiss girls at parties?

Nick: since i’ve been married, never. although 1 think that
might make It worse.

Frances: Well. 1 should be honoured then.
Her mother playfully swipes her with a cushion.

PAULA
Frances!

FRANCES
Sorry.

Frances puts the phone down. She has been energised by these
messages.

C/U: Frances’ face, the light flickering across her face.

31 OMITTED 31

32 OMITTED 32

33 OMITTED 33

34 OMITTED 34

34A EXT. DUBLIN STREET. EARLY AFTERNOON. SD12. 34A
FRANCES i1s back in Dublin. She is walking towards her
apartment -

35 INT. KITCHEN, FRANCES" APARTMENT. LATE AFTERNOON. SD12. 35

FRANCES i1s making some simple food. Her phone rings. She sees
who’s calling. It i1s BOBBI. Frances answers.

FRANCES
Hey.
36 OMITTED 36

37 INT. BAR VENUE. EARLY NIGHT. SD12. 37

FRANCES and BOBBI are in a small “backstage’ area waiting to
go on and perform. The noise of the bar can be heard. There

is a small crowd in attendance. Bobbi is happy and excited.

She i1s bursting to tell her secret.
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Frances i1s more concentrated on preparing for the
performance. Bobbi looks over at her.

BOBBI
Why did you leave so early the
other night?

FRANCES
I was wrecked.
BOBBI
That all?
FRANCES
Why?
BOBBI
You seemed a bit odd. 1 don”t know.
FRANCES
I wasn”t. | was just tired.
Beat.
BOBBI

It was already bright when 1 left.

FRANCES
Did you have fun?

BOBBI
You could say that.

Bobbi is close to Frances now. She reaches out and touches
Frances” hair. There is an obvious coyness in Bobbi and she
is smiling.

BOBBI (CONT’D)
Your hair is getting long.

FRANCES
I know.

Bobbi clearly wants to tell Frances something. Frances can
see this iIn her. Bobbi smiles even more.

FRANCES (CONT’D)
Why are you smiling?

BOBBI
I kissed Melissa.

FRANCES
What? When?
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BOBBI
I know, I know. After you left, out
in the garden. It was stupid, we
were both drunk.

This revelation i1s genuinely surprising to Frances. She is
unsure of what to say or how to react. Bobbi is casual.

FRANCES
A full Kkiss?

BOBBI
We>d been flirting the whole time.
And 1t just happened.

A short beat as Frances processes this.

FRANCES
Did you talk to her since?

BOBBI
We texted. She thinks 1t’s funny.

FRANCES
Right.

A brief silence. Bobbi looks at Frances. Frances might be
about to tell Bobbi about kissing Nick.

BOBBI
What?

FRANCES
Nothing.

Bobbi looks at Frances again.

BOBBI
(teasing)
Are you pissed off with me?

We hear applause as the act on stage starts to wind up.

38 INT. BAR VENUE. NIGHT. SD12. 38

FRANCES and BOBBI are on stage performing. The young crowd
are appreciative and laughing or clapping in the right
places. Bobbi i1s enjoying herself. They come to the end of
the particular piece they are performing and the crowd claps
enthusiastically. Thelr conversation continues.

FRANCES (V.0.)
No. Why would 1 be pissed off?

BOBBI (V.0.)
I don’t know. You’re hard to
predict sometimes.

(MORE)






Conversations with Friends Ep2 29.05.21 23.

PHILIP
Really?

Philip pretends he’s not interested iIs such parties anyway.
But he definitely 1is.

PHILIP (CONT”D)
I don’t think that type of
gathering would be my scene, to be
honest.

Frances finds his comment funny.

PHILIP (CONT’D)
What?

FRANCES
You’d have killed children to get
invited, Philip.

PHILIP
Not true actually.

FRANCES
All those writer types. Actors.

PHILIP
Yeah. No. Like I said.
(Small beat)
Would I have recognised anyone
there?

FRANCES
1’d say so, yes.

PHILIP
You had a good time then?

FRANCES
Of course.
(Tiny beat)
I kissed someone | shouldn’t have
though.

PHILIP
Who?

FRANCES
No one. It doesn’t matter.

PHILIP
Right. Was 1t Bobbi?

FRANCES
(genuinely surprised)
No, 1t wasn’t Bobbi.


















