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 JACKIE: Shhh! I know… but with the sedative -    

 

 MARY: Jackie, stop this! Just give me the pill. I’ll go 
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 ACTOR 1: BITTER PILL by Michael Patrick & Oisín 

Kearney. EPISODE 5: FACE THE FEAR. 
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SCENE 2  INT. WARREN’S OFFICE 

 

  ATMOS: GRANDFATHER CLOCK 

 

 WARREN: Jackie! Eoin! Thanks for joining me.  

 

 JACKIE: 
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 JACKIE:
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SCENE 3  INT. ABACUS LAB 

 

FX: BLEEPING OF HEART MONITOR 
FX: BLOOD DRIPS INTO A BLOOD BAG 
FX: MARY TRIES TO BREAK FREE OF RESTRAINTS 

 

 MARY: Urgh! (SIGHS) ARLO? I’m not getting out of 

here, am I?  

 

ARLO CARL: Outlook is not so good.  

 

 MARY: You’re just a fancy Magic 8 ball. 

 

ARLO CARL: I am here to support you, Mary. 

 

 MARY: By constantly reminding me of Carl? 

 

ARLO CARL: You could talk to him. 

 

 MARY: What? 

 

ARLO CARL: Talk as if I am Carl. Conversing with an ARLO 

can help one organise one’s thoughts. 

 

 MARY: You’re not Carl.  

 

ARLO CARL: It is like looking at photographs. A way to 

remember, and to heal.  

 

 MARY: What should I say? 

 

ARLO CARL: What would you say to Carl? 

 

 MARY: ‘Hello’? This is silly.  
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ARLO CARL: Hello Mary.  

 

 MARY: Hello Carl. Em… what would I say? I would 

say… I’m sorry. All this is my fault. And I 

deserve whatever happens to me. 

  

ARLO CARL: My death is not your fault.  

 

 MARY: Yes it is. It is. I’m selfish. I’ve been trying to fix 

everything, and I’ve just made it all worse. I feel 

so guilty.  

 

ARLO CARL: Why? 

 

 MARY: I never knew what you both went through… 

You had to deal with your mum being abusive 

and protecting Jackie…  You never told me any 

of that. Maybe you felt you never could. I never 

gave you space to talk. Not without rushing 
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 MARY: She was gorgeous. I didn’t realise I wanted 

children, but then I met her. And now she’s 

gone. I can’t keep doing this. Even if I take 

RESET again, I can’t save you, can I? I can’t fix 
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SCENE 4 EXT. JACKIE’S HOUSE 

 

ATMOS: OUTDOORS 
FX: FOOTSTEPS ON GRAVEL 
FX: KEYS JINGLE AS FRONT DOOR UNLOCKED 
FX: RUSTLING OF BUSHES 
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 EOIN: She had PTSD and was taking an experimental 

drug. And now she tries to take her own life? It 

just made things worse.  

 

 JACKIE: It retraumatised her…  

 

 EOIN: You need to stop the trials, before more people 

get hurt.  

 

 JACKIE: I’m just trying to help people, Eoin. 

 

 EOIN: It’s dangerous. You have to stop it.  
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SCENE 5 INT. ABACUS - BACKSTAGE PRESS 

CONFERENCE 

 
ATMOS: PEOPLE CHATTING BEHIND CURTAIN 
FX: WARREN GARGLES WATER 
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SCENE 6 INT. ABACUS - PRESS EVENT 

 

ATMOS: TALKING, GLASSES CLINKING.  
MICROPHONE SOUND. 
 

 
 WARREN: Hello everyone! 

 

  FX: HUBBUB LESSENS, CAMERAS FLASH. 

 

 WARREN: Ladies and gentlemen - thank you all for 

coming. Today, we’d like to tell you all about 

our revolutionary new drug. This little pill, 

developed by our very own Doctor Hill -  

 

  FX: APPLAUSE. MORE CAMERA FLASHES.  

 

 JACKIE: Umm, thanks.  

 

 WARREN: - will make trauma a thing of the past. It’s 

showing some very promising results -  

 

 EOIN: What about Delia Lynch? 

 

 WARREN: We’ll hold questions for now -  

 

 JACKIE: Eoin?  

 

 EOIN: Delia Lynch, who took your pill. 

 

 WARREN: I’m sorry folks, if you could let me finish -  

 

 EOIN: Delia Lynch was on your trial. She died in 

hospital an hour ago. Suicide. 
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SCENE 7 INT. ABACUS - PRESS CONFERENCE - 

BACKSTAGE  

 

  FX: CURTAIN IS PULLED BACK 

 

 JACKIE: They crucified me! 

 

 WARREN: They’re animals. But a few weeks and no-one’ll 

remember… 

 

 JACKIE: They’ll not forget a woman died. 

 

 WARREN: They will. I know it sounds cruel, but they will.  

 

 JACKIE: We can’t go on with this. Eoin’s right. The drug 

doesn’t help people - the flashbacks are too 

vivid! 

 

 WARREN: Which helps people remember their trauma 

and put it behind them. 

 

 JACKIE: No, it traps them in a cycle of experiencing it 

again and again… until this - 

 

 WARREN: We’re trying to help people!  

 

 JACKIE: You can help them without me then.  

 

 WARREN: You need to see this through.  

 

 JACKIE: I’m releasing Mary. 

 

 WARREN: I’ll keep her as long as it takes.  
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SCENE 8  INT. ABACUS LAB 

 

FX: BLEEPING OF HEART MONITOR 
FX: BLOOD DRIPS INTO A BLOOD BAG 
FX: DOOR WOOSHES OPEN AND CLOSED 
 

 JACKIE: Mary, I’m getting you out of here.  

 

  FX: JACKIE UNDOES STRAPS 

 

 MARY: Really?  

 

  FX: DRIPPING + HEART MONITOR STOPS 

  FX: FINAL STRAP IS UNDONE 

 

 JACKIE: I’m sorry. Are you alright? 

 

 MARY: Bit dizzy. Why the change of heart?  

 

 JACKIE: I can’t believe I didn’t see it. I’m sorry… It’s 

dangerous, you’re right. We’ll do what you said, 

get you a pill without sedative… 

 

 MARY: Jackie.  

 

 JACKIE: …so you can go back in time and fix all this.  

 

 MARY: I’m not taking it, Jackie.  

 

 JACKIE: No, no- this was what you wanted?! Go back in 

time to prevent the accident! 

 

 MARY: I can’t do it. 
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 JACKIE: I could get lost in the past, trapped in different 

memories!  

 

 MARY: You have to try. 

 

 JACKIE: I… I’m afraid.   

 

 MARY: You can’t run from your past Jackie, you need 

to face up to it. You’ve never faced up to your 

mum. You’ve always been stressed or sad or 

miserable, because you always let their trauma 

get the better of you. You can fix it.  

 

 JACKIE: What about you? 



Bitter Pill 
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SCENE 9 INT. FACTORY FLOOR 

 

ATMOS: HEAVY MACHINES, CARDBOARD BOXES ARE TAPED, PILLS 
FLY DOWN METAL SHOOT 

 
: 

 WARREN: (TO WORKERS) Hurry it up! I want these 

As Broadcast
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 MARY: Take it Jackie.  

 

  FX: JACKIE PUTS THE PILL IN HER 

MOUTH. GULP. SHE BREATHES IN. 

 

  FX: MUSIC UNDERSCORE 

 

 WARREN: Brilliant, now she’s going to pass out on the 

factory floor.  

 

 JACKIE: (URGENT WHISPERING) What now? 

  

 MARY:  (URGENT WHISPERING) Think back to that 

night
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 JACKIE: The fire alarm went off. That’s what made 

mum… 

 

 MARY: That’s it. Concentrate.  

 

 JACKIE: She was… she…  

 

 MARY: Jackie? Jackie? (WHISPERED) Think about 

the burnt smell. The sausages. The rain. The 

thunder. The fire alarm. Lock into those 

memories. Focus Jackie. 

 

 WARREN: Maybe she’ll see things more clearly when she 

wakes up. 

 

 MARY: Do you know how the pill allows you to see the 

past?  

 

 WARREN: Enlighten me.  

 

 MARY: You actually go there. 

 

 WARREN: Nonsense. 

 

  FX: DEEP METALLIC GROAN FROM HEAVY 

MACHINERY 

 

 WARREN: What’s that…? 

 

  FX: ANOTHER DEEP METALLIC 

GROAN 
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 MARY: … It’s happening. 

 

  FX: MUSIC - A LOW CHORD FADES IN 

 

 MARY: Oh my God… 

 

  ATMOS: PILLS FLYING DOWN METAL 

SHOOT STOPS.  

  FX: MUSIC MIMICS THE DISAPPEARING - A 

LOW CHORD BEND. 

 

 MARY: She’s doing it.  

 

  ATMOS: TAPING OF CARDBOARD BOXES 

FADES AWAY WITH REVERB 

  FX: MUSIC - ANOTHER LOW CHORD 

 

 WARREN: She’s what?  

 

 MARY: She’s changing the past.  

 

  ATMOS: HEAVY MACHINE NOSE FADES 

AWAY. NO ATMOS. JUST MUSIC. 

  FX: MUSIC - ANOTHER LOW CHORD 

 

 WARREN: (REVERBED, FADING AWAY) What’s 
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SCENE 10 JACKIE’S ‘UNSTUCK IN TIME’ MONTAGE 

 

  FX: WHOOSH 

  FX: UNDERSCORED 

  FX: DIALOGUE REVERBED/ SURREAL  

   

JACKIE’S MUM: You can’t do a thing can you? Waste of space.  

 

 JACKIE: No, I’m -  
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  FX: WHOOSH 

 

SCENE 11 INT. JACKIE’S HOME 

 

  ATMOS: SAUSAGES SIZZLE, HEAVY RAIN 

OUTSIDE, THUNDER.  

 

  FX: FIRE ALARM BLEEPS 

 

JACKIE’S MUM: You burnt the spuds! Can you do nothing right?  

 

 JACKIE: What?  

 

JACKIE’S MUM: Are you deaf now as well as stupid? 

 

  FX: OVEN OPENS 

  FX: FLAPPING OF TEA TOWEL 

 

JACKIE’S MUM: The smoke! Flap harder! Turn that bloody thing 

off! 

  FX: FIRE ALARM TURNED OFF.  

 

JACKIE’S MUM: Dinner’s ruined. Brilliant! 

 

 JACKIE: It’ll be okay.  

 

JACKIE’S MUM: You’re a scientist? Can’t even cook yourself 

dinner! 

 

 JACKIE: You distracted me.  

 

JACKIE’S MUM: You’re easy distracted. God, you really are a 

waste of space. You might as well give up. 
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 JACKIE: Maybe not for you… but… Carl and I… 

 

JACKIE’S MUM: Oh Carl! Go on, go run to your brother. Have 

him protect you again! 

 

 JACKIE: I don’t need him to protect me.  

 

JACKIE’S MUM: What’s all this? Are you gonna hit me back like 

your useless father? 

 

 JACKIE: I don’t need to prove myself to you.  

 

JACKIE’S MUM: You’re a waste of space!  

 

  FX: JACKIE’S MUM TRIES TO SLAP 

JACKIE, BUT JACK
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 JACKIE: No Carl. Don’t come. I just called you to say… 

I’m fine. I’m Okay. 

 

  FX: WHOOSH 
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SCENE 12 INT. CLASSROOM 

 

ATMOS: BUNSEN BURNERS, PAGES OF TEXTS 
BOOK FLIP OVER, NUMEROUS 6TH FORM 
STUDENTS MUMBLE 
 

 JACKIE: W- what? I’m… back? 

 

 STUDENT: Miss?  

 

 JACKIE: Hmmm?  

 

 STUDENT: Miss, you okay?  

 

 JACKIE: Sorry… what’s going on?  

 

  FX: LIGHT GIGGLING, OTHER 

SHUSHING 

 

 STUDENT: We were doing solubility. You were talking and 

then you just… stopped?  

 

 JACKIE: Sorry. I’m umm, not feeling well. I think we’ll 

end it here for today class. I just need to… 

make a phone call.  You’re dismissed. 

 

  FX: STUDENTS ARE HAPPY TO 
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SCENE 13 INT. CARL AND MARY’S HOUSE 

  FX: DOORBELL 

  

  FX: CARL WALKS OFF HUMMING. HE OPENS THE DOOR. 

JACKIE HUGS CARL 

 

 CARL: Hya! 

  

 JACKIE: Carl! 

 

 CARL: Oof! 

 

 JACKIE: I missed you. 

 

 CARL: That’s a tight squeeze! 

 

 MARY: You saw him last week.  

 

 JACKIE: Mary! You’re here? You’re here! 

 

 MARY: Well it’s my house… 

 

 JACKIE: It’s so good to see you.  

 

 CARL: Are you sure you’re alright?  

 

 JACKIE: Yeah! I’m great! 

 

 CARL: Are you not gonna sit down? 

 

 JACKIE: Oh! Yeah…  
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 MARY: Jackie, it’s good news.  

 

 JACKIE: I know, it’s - I’m sorry this is a lot.  

 

  FX: JACKING STANDS UP. CHAIR MOVES.  

 

 CARL: Where are you going? 

 

 JACKIE: I - sorry. I just need a breath of air!  

 

 CARL: What? No. Stay! I cooked dinner.  

 

  FX: JACKIE RUNS OFF, DOOR SLAMS 

 

 CARL: Something’s definitely going on with her.  

 

 MARY: I’ll go after her.  

 

SCENE 14  EXT. ROAD - TRAIN TRACKS 

 

ATMOS: QUIET OUTDOOR SOUND 
FX: FOOTSTEPS 

 

 JACKIE: (BREATHING DEEPLY) 

 

 MARY: (APPROACHING) Jackie! I knew I’d find you.  

 

 JACKIE: Mary? How… how did you know I’d be here?  

 

 MARY: I didn’t. I had a feeling, a - well it’s gonna sound 

silly…  

 



Bitter Pill 
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 MARY: Yeah. Sure we all went to family therapy 

together.  

 

 JACKIE: We did. That’s right. That’s good.  

 

 MARY: 
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SCENE 15  INT. CAR  

 

ATMOS: INTERIOR CAR, RAIN BEGINS TO PATTER ON THE 
WINDSCREEN. 

 
FX: CARL FIDDLES WITH THE RADIO 
 
FX: TWO CAR DOORS OPEN AND CLOSE 
 

 CARL:  Just in the nick of time. It’s about to lash out 

there! Are you Okay Jackie? 

 

 JACKIE: Yeah, I’m good. Sorry about that.  

 

 CARL: As long as you’re okay.  

 

 MARY: She’s fine.  

 

 JACKIE: So have yous picked out a name yet?  
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 MARY: For the baby?! Let’s not get ahead of 

ourselves. 

 

NEWSREADER: In other news, the board of Belfast 

pharmaceutical company ABACUS -  

 

 CARL: Is that where you used to work?  

 

 JACKIE: Yeah, turn it up.  

 

  FX: RADIO IS TURNED UP.  

 

NEWSREADER: - has fired long time CEO Warren Henderson, 

citing ‘cultural differences’. Mr Henderson 

made the following statement.  

 

NEWSREADER: New CEO Dr. Eoin Kinney, who plans to 
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