Draft Election Guidelines 2025

Election Campaigns for:
Local Government Elections in England

Polling Day: 1 May 2025
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1. The Election Period

1.1 The Election Period and when the Election Guidelines and Appendix
(“the Guidelines”) come into effect

The election period begins 25 working days before polling day for UK-wide output
and output intended for those parts of England where voting is taking place, ie,
from:

Tuesday 25 March at 00.01

There is no formal distinction during the election period between the days before
and after the close of nominations. The close of nominations is on

Wednesday 2 April

The Guidelines remain in effect until the close of polls at 22.00 on polling day
1 May 2025.

1.2 The Elections

England, by “First Past the Post”:

The elections due to take place are in 14 county councils, 8 unitary authorities and
one Metropolitan Borough. In total, approximately 1650 seats are being contested
(tbc).

The following mayoral elections are also taking place:

4 combined authority mayors

2 single authority mayors

1.3 The Guidelines

There is no area of broadcasting where the BBC’s commitment to due impatrtiality is
more closely scrutinised than in reporting election campaigns.

These Guidelines are intended to offer a framework within which journalists:

e can operate in as free and creative an environment as possible,

» deliver to audiences impartial and independent reporting of the campaign, giving
them fair coverage and rigorous scrutiny of the policies and campaigns of all
parties.
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Anyone requiring further advice on the application of these Guidelines
should consult the Chief Adviser Politics.

Ric Bailey
Chief Adviser Politics

Email: ric.bailey@bbc.co.uk
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