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SECTION A: EDITORIAL OPPORTUNITY 
 

Commissioning Brief ID  / Title:  111016 - BBC Bitesize History Podcast 
 

Commissioning Owner BBC Sounds – Giacomo Shimmings 

Commissioning Contact giacomo.shimmings@bbc.co.uk  

Commissioning Brief Title 111016 - BBC Bitesize History Podcast 

mailto:giacomo.shimmings@bbc.co.uk


BBC Radio Commissioning Brief 
	

	
4 of 22 

rounds, regardless of Networks can be found on the Pitching Ideas page 
of the Radio Commissioning Website: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/commissioning/radio/pitching-ideas/ 

  

No late submissions will be accepted. 

 
About BBC Sounds 
 
BBC Sounds is the streaming media and audio download service from the BBC 
that includes live radio broadcasts, audio on demand, and podcasts. The service 
is available on a wide range of devices, including mobile phones and tablets, 
personal computers, cars, and smart televisions.  
  
With over 80,000 hours of audio already available on BBC Sounds, we are 
constantly striving to bring the biggest talent to the platform and work with 
production companies around the world to create award winning content. 
  
BBC Sounds’ target audience is under 45 years of age. 
 
  
About BBC Bitesize 
 
BBC Bitesize is the UK’s leading free education resource. Our excellent 
curriculum-linked content serves an audience of learners aged 4-16, with a 
brand promise of “We’ve got you.”.  
 
All our content is made and reviewed by teachers who are expert in their field. 
Teachers are an important audience and Bitesize is the resource most 
recommended by secondary teachers. BBC Bitesize is a “direct to learner” 
resource: it should be fully accessible to young people accessing it 
independently but be of a quality that teachers would recommend. 
 
The Opportunity 
 
We would like to commission short form, curriculum-linked audio content for 
14–16-year-old learners (KS4 in England), which will be discoverable on both 
BBC Bitesize and BBC Sounds. 
 

/commissioning/radio/pitching-ideas/
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In BBC Sounds we are creating a new History podcast feed to cover selected 
topics on the GCSE history syllabus.  
 
On bbc.co.uk/bitesize we envisage that each individual episode will be 
embedded in the relevant page of curriculum content, so that learners will find 
this rich audio content at their point of need and then go on to explore and 
subscribe to the whole series on BBC Sounds.  
 
We are looking for content which plays to the strengths of the audio medium 
and complements rather than being an alternative to our existing content 
formats, which include text, video, infographics, interactives, quizzes, and 
simulation games. 
 
Target audience: 
 
We have put together a pack of audience insights and subject-specific insights. 
The pack can be found here:  
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ciuhkq584kv8w40xydkkp/BBC-Bitesize-Audiences-Pack-
2024_history.pptx?rlkey=29jbj4w5hev73kmcp57chzla7&st=oah9zkt9&dl=0 
 
Subject brief: GCSE history 
 
We are looking for a Bitesize history format that will help students understand 
and revise topics in GCSE history and prepare them for their exams.  
 
It will break down as: 
 
6 series on a range of history topics and exam skills.  
 
Each series will cover key facts, explanations of concepts and a quiz element on 
the topic and will be broken down into 8 episodes. It will also cover historical 
skills including using and analysing sources as well as tackling different types of 
exam questions.  
 
Target audience: GCSE students aged 15-16 preparing for their history exams. 
Students may also be using the topic series at any time during years 10-11 
whilst learning those topics and revising for class tests. 
 
GCSE history is a knowledge-heavy subject assessed entirely by final exam. The 
challenges for students include: the sheer volume of content, remembering 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ciuhkq584kv8w40xydkkp/91�ȱ�-Bitesize-Audiences-Pack-2024_history.pptx?rlkey=29jbj4w5hev73kmcp57chzla7&st=oah9zkt9&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ciuhkq584kv8w40xydkkp/91�ȱ�-Bitesize-Audiences-Pack-2024_history.pptx?rlkey=29jbj4w5hev73kmcp57chzla7&st=oah9zkt9&dl=0
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dates, events and other key facts, chronology, understanding sources and 
‘historical thinking’ including causation, change, similarity, interpretations and 
significance.   
 
BBC Bitesize is a popular destination for GCSE history revision.  The purpose of 
this short form audio commission is not to duplicate the rich, detailed material 
already in our GCSE study guides but to augment it – explore the topics that are 
widely studied at GCSE, evaluate and explain ideologies and events, develop 
students’ exam skills and make key facts memorable. 
 
GCSE history podcast series titles  
 

• GCSE history exam skills  
• 20th Century Germany  
• Elizabeth I 
• The Cold War & Vietnam  
• The USA 1920 – 1975  
• The British Empire & migration c.1600-1900s 

 

/bitesize/guides/zp3p82p/revision/1
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interesting and engaging? How will your format help learners understand and 
retain information?  
 
For inspiration, you might want to look at some of the commissions for BBC 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ciuhkq584kv8w40xydkkp/91�ȱ�-Bitesize-Audiences-Pack-2024_history.pptx?rlkey=29jbj4w5hev73kmcp57chzla7&st=oah9zkt9&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ciuhkq584kv8w40xydkkp/91�ȱ�-Bitesize-Audiences-Pack-2024_history.pptx?rlkey=29jbj4w5hev73kmcp57chzla7&st=oah9zkt9&dl=0
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media expertise you may have in your team. However, we won’t be 
commissioning the audio on the strength of the social idea.	 	  

 

NB we welcome any questions you may have about this brief – please contact 
giacomo.shimmings@bbc.co.uk  

 
 

1.     Sustainability 
  
The BBC is committed to informing and inspiring listeners about how they, as 
individuals, can take steps towards more sustainable living.   

Your proposal should consider how the editorial and production methods 
contribute towards the BBC’s Net Zero strategy – you can read about this here. 

mailto:giacomo.shimmings@bbc.co.uk
/sustainability/our-plan/
https://wearealbert.org/planet-placement/
/commissioning/radio/sustainability/
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/commissioning/site/bbc-education-diversity-inclusion-commissioning-guidelines.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/commissioning/site/bbc-education-diversity-inclusion-commissioning-guidelines.pdf
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3. Key Deliverables 
 

• Audio  
Delivered by Dropbox as a .wav - 16 bit 48k dual mono/stereo files.  
1. Agreed number of episodes – complete with BBC Sounds sting. 
2. Liners for audio trail, as requested.  

 
• Promotional material     

1. Series photos: at least five photos that represent the series as a whole, 
including a picture of the presenter. Please ensure that the pictures can 
be cropped as a square (1080x1080 dimensions). 
3. Press & Marketing: Coordination with hosts/production teams to 
provide interviews and/or take part in press articles and other podcast 
promotion.   
 

• Paperwork and other supporting material  
1. Compliance form for all audio supplied – confirming delivered 

material is compliant with BBC Editorial Guidelines.  
2. Episode titles and episode descriptions (ie show notes) which follow 

the BBC Sounds podcast guidelines.  
3. 
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Step 3  
Producers will be offered the opportunity ask questions or discuss the 
brief and learning objectives with the commissioning teams prior to 
submitting their full proposal.  

 
 

STAGE 3: INTERVIEW!"!PITCH  

Step 1  

You will be invited to an interview/pitch meeting on Teams or in person 
with the evaluation team. We will notify you which members of the 
evaluation team will be attending this meeting and you should expect to 
be asked to discuss and elaborate on your proposal and answer questions 
about it. It is also possible we may ask you to share additional relevant 
material to this meeting.  

 

Step 2  

Following the interview/pitch, the evaluation team will re-evaluate your 
Full Proposal against the assessment criteria, considering the responses 
given during the pitch, and any additional material requested. The 
evaluation team may then decide to award the contract to the producer(s) 
which best meets the assessment criteria. 

Note:  At any stage of the process, we may need to come back to you to 
seek clarification. Your answers will be factored into the evaluation 
process as appropriate. 

 

Step 3  



mailto:giacomo.shimmings@bbc.co.uk
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SECTION C: THE COMMISSIONING TIMETABLE 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/commissioning/radio
http://www.bbc.co.uk/commissioning/radio
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SECTION D: REFERENCE INFORMATION   

Proposals must be submitted in accordance with any instructions and 
information contained within this commissioning brief and on the 
Commissioning website (via links below).  Proposals not complying may be 
rejected by the Commissioner whose decision in this matter will be final. 

The BBC reserves the right at any time prior to the award of a commission, and 
without incurring any liability to the affected suppliers, to accept or to reject any 
proposal, or to annul the commissioning process rejecting all Full Proposac g 1r..
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/foi
/programmes/articles/4fC4NcVXqkZntJv8ZHpClD8/pitching-ideas
/programmes/articles/4fC4NcVXqkZntJv8ZHpClD8/pitching-ideas
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APPENDIX 1: Production Eligibility & Experience 
 

Guidance 

The 
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