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1. Introduction 

Welcome to the BBC Sounds and BBC Radio Wales 2025-26 Commissioning Round. 

ÜāıĀ�î�ýÿöăöùòôò�āü�ðüùùîïüÿîāò�Ąöāõ�ïüāõ�öûñòýòûñòûā�îûñ�öû-house content-makers and as we 

issue our annual audio wish-list § and with it a rallying cry for the best ideas in Wales § we hope 

you share the sense of excitement we feel. 

A big thank you to all of you who have enriched our schedule over the past year. Since our last 

Commissioning Round we have increased our audience reach and your contribution to that 

success is hugely appreciated. 
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We celebrated 40 years of the National Youth Choir of Wales in Sing it Loud and What Just 

Happened, the topical comedy quiz, guided us through a snap general election and triumphed 

in the Celtic Media Awards in the extremely competitive Best Comedy category. 
 

æü�÷ĂĀā�î�ĀûîýĀõüā�üó�āõò�ôÿòîā�ðüûāòûā�ĆüĂ�ïÿüĂôõā�ĂĀ�ùîĀā�āöúò��êõòāõòÿ�ĆüĂıÿò�î�ĀòîĀüûòñ�

programme-maker or a first-time producer, this is your chance to ensure 2025-26 is similarly 

creative and compelling for Radio Wales and BBC Sounds. 
 

We have some key anniversaries to reflect in the coming commissioning year, including the 

centenary of Richard Burton’s birth and a pan-BBC season based in Merthyr Tydfil marking 

200 years since the town was at the heart of the Industrial Revolution. 
 

And we have our genre constants, from science and arts to popular culture and comedy to 

inspire your ideas. So bring us new voices or find a fresh format for more familiar faces. Take a 

ñòòý�ñöăò�öûāü�āõò�öĀĀĂòĀ�āõîā�ðüûðòÿû�ĂĀ�üÿ�ðÿòîāò�î�ïÿîûñ�ûòĄ�òûāòÿāîöûúòûā�óüÿúîā��êòıÿò�

looking for strong talent, bold pitches and ambitious concepts § content that captures our 

culture, celebrates our identity and articulates our national conversation. 
 

Üû�ùöûò�Ąöāõ�āõò�ÕÕÖıĀ�Ąöñòÿ�Digital First strategy, we are aligning our Radio Wales and BBC 

Sounds commissioning strategies, so please consider how we can work together to get 

maximum value and reach for our content across linear and digital platforms and work those 

ideas into your proposals. 
 

Anñ�ăîùĂò�öĀ�ăöāîù��çõöĀ�ĆòîÿıĀ�ÖüúúöĀĀöüûöûô�åüĂûñ�öĀ�üûðò�úüÿò�Āòā�îôîöûĀā�āõò�ïîðøñÿüý�üó�î�

tough financial climate as inflation and the freezing of the licence fee have taken their toll. 

åîñöü�êîùòĀı�ïĂñôòā��ùöøò�ïĂñôòāĀ�îðÿüĀĀ�āõò�ÕÕÖ��öĀ�Ăûñòÿ�Āöôûöóöðant pressure, which in turn 

has put a squeeze on our slots. Yet although there are fewer slots available we have increased 

our tariffs in recognition of the challenges the current financial landscape presents.  
 

We hope the response from our programme-makers will be as resourceful, inspired and 

imaginative as ever.  



mailto:bridget.curnow@bbc.co.uk
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2.4 BBC Radio Wales in a nutshell… 

 

àîûĆ�üó�ĆüĂ�ýöāðõ�āü�ĂĀ�Ćòîÿ�öû��Ćòîÿ�üĂā��îûñ�Ąòıñ�ïò�ñòùöôõāòñ�āü�Āòò�ĆüĂÿ�öñòîĀ�îôîöû��ÕĂā�

òăòÿĆ�Ćòîÿ��Ąòıÿò�îùĄîĆĀ�ýùòîĀòñ�āü�Āòò�ûòĄ�ðüúýîûöòĀ�îûñ�öûñöăöñĂîùĀ�ýöāðõöûô�for the first 

time. If you are new to us, this is what you need to know about BBC Rîñöü�êîùòĀ��êòıÿò�āõò�

national station for Wales, creating radio that sits at the heart of Welsh life. 

Our core audience is 45-64. What matters to them matters to us. We love to hear from our 

listeners and interact with them. 
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3 What are we looking for 

3.1 Themes for 2025-26 
 

êòıÿò�îùĄîĆĀ�ùüüøöûô�āü�ÿòóùòðā�Āöôûöóöðîûā�òăòûāĀ�îûñ�anniversaries across the output, including 

but not exclusively; 
 

¶ The centenary of the birth of Richard Burton  

¶ 200th anniversary of the Menai Straits Bridge opening 

¶ 150th anniversary of Welsh artist Gwen John   

¶ 70th Anniversary of Cardiff becoming the official capital of Wales  

¶ 80th Anniversary of VE Day & 85th Anniversary of Battle of Britain  

Ôûñ�ĆüĂıùù�Āòò�öû�üĂÿ�Big Ideas Āòðāöüû�āõîā�Ąòıùù�ïò�úîÿøöûô�āõò�"  th anniversary of a key 

period in the industrial history of Wales with a special Merthyr Season. 

Weıñ�ùüăò�āü�õòîÿ�your original, fresh and powerful ways of reflecting these. We also welcome 

ideas that put a new spin on the familiar calendar moments from § St ×îăöñıĀ�×îĆ�āü�æā�

×ĄĆûĄòûıĀ�×îĆ� 

Themes in our ongoing commissioning strategy… 

As ever, we are keen to reflect the communities we broadcast to, reflecting the subjects which 

matter to them the most.  
 

• Diversity and new voices. êòıÿò�ðüúúöāāòñ�āü�ñòùöăòÿöûô�ôÿòîāòÿ�ñöăòÿĀöāĆ�üû-air, 

ĀõüĄðîĀöûô�î�Ąöñòÿ�ăîÿöòāĆ�üó�ăüöðòĀ�îûñ�ăüöðòĀ�āõîā�Ąòıăò�ûüā�õòîÿñ�üû�åîñöü�êîùòĀ�ïòóüÿò��

êò�Ąîûā�āü�ÿòóùòðā�āõò�óĂùù�ñöăòÿĀöāĆ�üó�êòùĀõ�ùöăòĀ�îûñ�òûĀĂÿò�Ąòıÿò�āÿĂùĆ�ÿòýÿòĀòûāîāöăò�üó�

the Nation in terms of ethnicity, socio-economic background and disability. 
 

• êòıÿò�ùüüøöûô�óüÿ�hidden histories § or herstories - and strong contemporary narratives that 

tell untold stories and provide a platform for under-served communities.  
 

• Continuing the legacy of our Talk Disability season, we are always keen to improve 

representation of disability in our content - 27% of the population in Wales are disabled, 

5% higher than the UK average. Some of our strongest programming has come in this area 

and we are keen to build on this. 
 

• Climate Change and Sustainability��ÔĀ�úĂðõ�îĀ�(%]�üó�āõò�ýĂïùöð�ĀîĆ�āõòĆ�îÿò�ĳðüûðòÿûòñĴ�

îïüĂā�ðùöúîāò�ðõîûôò��Ąöāõ�'#]�āõöûøöûô�Ąòıÿò�îùÿòîñĆ�òąýòÿöòûðöûô�öāĀ�òóóòðāĀ��êò�øûüĄ�

āõöĀ�öĀ�î�øòĆ�öĀĀĂò�óüÿ�üĂÿ�îĂñöòûðò�îûñ�Ąòıÿò�ùüüøöûô�óüÿ�ðÿòîtive, original approaches to the 

öĀĀĂòĀ�üó�ðùöúîāò�ðõîûôò��ïöüñöăòÿĀöāĆ�îûñ�āõò�òûăöÿüûúòûā�îûñ�ĀĂĀāîöûîïùò�ùöăöûô��êòıñ�ùöøò�

ideas that feel relevant and accessible to our listeners, highlighting achievable steps that 

can make an impact. 
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• Rooted programmes. Our ambition to truly represent Wales has to be reflected in the 

ôòüôÿîýõöð�Āýÿòîñ�üó�üĂÿ�ýÿüôÿîúúòĀ��êòıñ�ùöøò�ĆüĂ�āü�ðüûĀöñòÿ�Ąõòÿò�ðüûāòûā�ðîû�ïò�
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4 Big Ideas 

Alongside our weekly 18:30 slots we are looking to commission:  

4.1 Music Specials  
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4.3 Christmas 2024 
 

We have three key areas that we are looking to commission programmes in for Christmas 2024. 
 

Note: The slots available to commission are limited. Please limit the number of Christmas 

proposals per supplier to a maximum of three in total. 

 

1. Christmas build up 

We want a bold live or pre-recorded idea that works across the Radio Wales schedule to 

celebrate the magical time leading up to Christmas. The first 3 weeks in December are the time 

where many Radio Wales listeners embrace the festive spirit with Christmas markets, parties 

and preparations. 

 

Using our existing presenters we want big ideas that will connect with listeners across Wales 

and create a sense of excitement and community. These should work across the schedule over 

time to create a big impact.  

 

2. Christmas specials 

Radio Wales has traditionally been the home of star names at Christmas including Bryn Terfel, 

àöðõîòù�æõòòû��îûñ�Ýüîûûî�ãîôò�îûñ�àîāāõòĄ�Ûüÿûò��çõöĀ�Ćòîÿ�Ąòıñ�ùöøò�āü�õòîÿ�ĀĂôôòĀāöüûĀ�üó 

new high-profile presenters who crucially can bring a different format and style of programme 

to Radio Wales. The placing of these programmes in the schedule will be determined by the 

presenter and the format, so please keep this in mind with in your proposals. An explicit 

expression of interest from the presenter is required for these proposals. 

 

3. 2024/2025 specials 

ßòāıĀ�ùüüø�ïîðø�üû�" "$�îûñ�ùüüø�îõòîñ�āü�" "%��Öîû�ĆüĂ�ýÿüăöñò�î�ýÿüôÿîúúò�āõîā�ðòùòïÿîāòĀ 

key moments of last year for a Welsh audience? What lies ahead for Wales in 2025? Comedic 

and journalistic proposals are welcome for one or two hour durations. 

 

 

OFFERS NEED TO BE SUBMITTED VIA PROTEUS BY: 

¶ MIDDAY on TUESDAY 15th October for the Christmas Round  

¶ MIDDAY ON TUESDAY 22nd October for the 2025/26 Round 

 

 

 


